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PREFACE. 


jT  would ,  now ,  £0  unfajhionable  Do  Brine  9  what¬ 

ever  the  ancient  Opinion  might  he ,  to  affirm  that 
the  Conjlituent  can  bind  his  Reprefentative  by  Infir  uc- 
tions ;  but  though  the  obligatory  Force  of  thefe  In - 
fir  unions  is  not  infified  upon ,  yet  their  perfuafive 
Influence ,  z#  *00/?  Cafes ,  £0 ;  /i?r  ^  Reprefenta - 

tive ,  ^£0  floould  all  againfi  the  explicit  Recommenda¬ 
tion  of  his  Conjlituent s ,  would  moft  defervedly  for¬ 
feit  their  Regard  and  all  Pretenflon  to  their  future 
Confidence . 

z7  zj  zzzz^r  Deliberation ,  whether  a  new  Law 
Jhall  be  Enabled >  zVz  which  the  Electors  of  England 
inter  efied^  they  have  Notice  of  it ,  <?/z  0/>- 

portunity  of  declaring  their  Senfe . - they  may 

point  out  every  dangerous  ‘Tendency ,  7/0/  ;t- 

ftrained  in  their  Reprefentations ,  from  jhewing  in  the 
plainefi  Language ,  the  Injufiice  or  Oppreffion  of  it . 

0  Law  z«  its  Execution  is  found  to  be  repugn 
nant  to  the  Genius  of  Liberty ,  or  productive  of  Hard- 
fhips  or  Inconvenience ,  they  zzz^y  alfo  inftruCt  their 
Deputies  to  exert  Themfelves  in  procuring  a  Repeal  of 
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preface . 

11 ’  ay,din  the  kxercife  of  this  Right  are  not  conjtrain* 

ed  to  ™bine  in  the  Style  of  humble  Petitioners , _ 

^  are  expo  fed  to  no  Danger  in  explaining  their 
Reafons  their  Situation  does  not  become  fo  de¬ 
licate  as  to  make  it  prudent ,  to  weaken ,  by  not  urging 
>  with  their  full  Force ^  and  to  their  utmofi  Ex¬ 
tent.  hut  who  are  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies?  10  whom  Jh all  they  fend  their  Infractions } 
when  defirous  to  obtain  the  Repeal  of  a  Law  Jlriking 
at  the  Root  and  Foundation  of  every  Civil  Rights 
ficuld  fuch  an  one  take  Place  ?  Infractions  to  all  the 
Members  who  ccmpofe  the  Houfe  of  Commons  would 
not  be  proper .  ci  o  them  the  Application  mufl  be  by 
Petition ,  in  which  an  unreferved  Style  would ,  pro¬ 
bably ,  be  deemed  Indecency ,  and  Jirong  Exprejfwns 
Infolence ,  in  vshich  a  Claim  of  Rights  may  not ,  per¬ 
haps  ,  be  explained ,  or  even  injinuated ,  if  to  impugn 
or  glance  at  their  Authority  whofe  Relief  is  fupplicat, 
ed.  To  f of  ten  and  deprecate  muft  be  the  Hope  ana ! 
Endeavour,  though  a  guiltlefs  Freeman  would ,  pro¬ 
bably,  be  aukward  in  ringing  all  the  Changes  of  Farce, 
Precor. 


Under  thefe  Circamflanc.es,  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs 
is  of  the  moft  momentous  Conference,  for  if  Truth  is 
not  allowed  to  [peak  thence  in  its  genuine  Language  0f 
Plainnefs  and  Simplicity,  nor  Freedom  to  vindicate  its 
Privileges  with  decent  Firmnefs,  we  fhall  have  too 
much  Reafon  to  acknowlege  his  Forefight  who  predict¬ 
ed,  that  4C  the  Conflitution  cj  the  Bntifh  Government 
“  was  too  excellent  to  be  permanent The  Train  for 
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^  Ac  complement  of  that  Prophefy  hath  net  yet 
catched  in  America,  nor,  I  truft,  been  laid . 


That  there  have  been  Laws  extremely  unjuft  and  op- 


prejftve ,  the  declarations  of  fubfequent  Parliaments 
fixing  this  Stigma  upon  them ,  evince ;  whilft  the 
Power  which  introduced  them  prevailed ,  // 
prudent  to  give  them  their  deferved  Characters .  The 
Parliament  of  Henry  ///,  <?r  /£<?/  0/  Henry  W, 
be  cited ;  many  other  Inftances ,  though 

not  branded  with  Epithets  fo  remarkably  oppro¬ 
brious . 


In  the  Opinion  of  a  great  Lawyer,  an  All  of  Par¬ 
liament  may  be  void ,  0/  a  great  Divine ,  <c  all 

<c  AfeTz  natural ,  Freemen  legal  Rights ; 

44  vehich  they  may  juftly  maintain ,  #0  legiftative 

44  Authority  can  deprive  them  of  A 

Cafes  may  be  imagined  in  which  the  Truth  of  thefe 
Pofitions  might,  in  Theory,  be  admitted ;  but  in 
Practice,  unlefs  there  fhould  be  very  peculiar  Circum- 
/ lances ,  fuch  as  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  exift  during  the 
Prevalence  of  the  Power  that  introduced  it,  who 
would  rely  upon  the  Authority  of  Opinions,  or  the 
Principles  of  them,  for  his  Protection  againft .  the 
Penalties  of  apy pofitive  Law? 

When  the  fudges  were  afked  by  Henry  VIII,  Whe* 
ther  a  Man  might  be  attainted  of  High  Treafon  by 
Parliament,  though  not  called  to  anfwer,  they  declared 
that  it  was  a  dangerous  Queftion ,  and  gave  the  eva- 
x  five 
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Expence  of  the  Co..7mons  of  America  ?- _ ,'p0 

g.ve  Property,  not  belonging  to  the  Giver,  and 
without  the  Content  of  the  Owner,  is  fuch  evident 
‘  d  flagrant  Injuftice,  in  ordinary  Cafes ,  that  few 
aie  rare  y  enough  to  avow  it ;  and  therefore,  when 
it  really  happens,  the  Fad  is  difguifed  and  var- 
n.flred  over  by  the  moft  plaufible  Pretences  the 

Ingenuity  of  the  Giver  can  fuggeft. - But  it  is 

aliedged  that  there  is  a  Virtual ,  or  implied  Repre- 
fmation  of  the  Colonies  fpringing  out  of  the  Con- 
.tuti„n  of  the  Bntijh  Government:  And  it  muft 
re  conit“iled  on  all  Hands,  that,  as  the  Repre- 
fentauon  is  not  actual,  it  is  virtual,  or  it  doth  not 
-nt  at  all;  for  no  third  Kind  of  Reprefentation 
can  be  imagined.  The  Colonies  claim  the  Pri- 
vilege,  which  is  common  to  all  Britijb  Subiefis , 
or  being  taxed  only  with  their  own  Confent  mven 
by  their  Representatives,  and  all  the  Advocates 
ioi  the  Stamp  AM  admit  this  Claim.  Whether 
therefore,  upon  the  whole  Matter,  the  Impofition 
or  the  btamp  Duties  is  a  proper  Exercife  of  Confti- 
urnonal  Authority,  or  not,  depends  upon  the  Angle 
Quefhon,  Whether  the  Commons  of  Great- Britain 
are  virtually  the  Repreientatives  of  the  Commons 
ot  America ,  or  not. 

The  Advocates  for  the  Stamp  Ad  admit,  in  ex- 

h™S’nf  the  Colonies  do  not  chufe 
cc  ^e^bers  of  1  arliament,”  but  They  affert  that 
the  Colonies  are  virtually  reprefented  in  the  fame 

Manner  with  the  Non-Electors  refidcnt  in  Great 

Britain . 

/ 

How  have  They  proved  this  Pofition  ?  Where 
have  They  defined,  or  precifely  explained  what 
J  hey  mean  by  the  Exprefiion,  Virtual  Reprefenta- 

TfL  ?  VS ■  ^  Ve7  Hl"Se  upon  which  the 
1  1  lK  e  °  luxation  turns,  iomething  more 

fatisfadory  ' 
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fatisfadory  than  mere  AfTertion,  more  folid  than 
a  Foi  m  of  Expreflion,  is  neceflary  ;  for,  how  can 
it  be  ferioufly  expeded,  that  Men,  who  think 
Themfelves  injurioufly  affeded  in  their  Properties 
and  Privileges,  will  be  convinced  and  reconciled 
by  a  fanciful  Phrafc,  the  meaning  of  which  can’t 
be  precifely  afcertained  by  thofe  who  ufe  it,  or  pro¬ 
perly  applied  to  thePurpofe  for  which  it  hath  been 

advanced. 

/  » 

They  argue,  that  “  the  Right  of  FJedion  being 
“  annexed  to  certain  Species  of  Property,  to  Fram 
“  chiles  and  Inhabitancy  in  fome  particular  Places, 
“  a  very  fmall  Part  of  the  Land,  the  Property,  and 
“  the  People  of  England  is  comprehended  in  thofe 
“  Defcriptions.  All  Landed  Property,  not  Free- 
“  hold,  and  all  Monied  Property,  are  excluded. 
“  The  Merchants  of  London ,  the  Proprietors  of 
“  the  Public  Funds,  the  Inhabitants  of  Leeds , 
“  Halifax,  Birmingham ,  and  Manchefter ,  and  that 
“  great  Corporation  of  the  Eaft  India  Company, 
“  None  of  Them  chufe  their  Reprefentatives,  and 
“  yet  are  They  all  reprefented  in  Parliament,  and 
“  the  Colonies  being  exaftly  in  their  Situation,  are 
“  reprefented  in  the  fame  Manner.” 

Now  this  Argument,  which  is  all  that  their  In¬ 
vention  hath  been  able  to  fupply,  is  totally  defec¬ 
tive  ;  for,  it  conlilfs  of  Fads  not  true,  and  of 
Conclufions  inadmifiible. 

It  is  fo  far  from  being  true,  that  all  the  Perfons 
enumerated  under  the  Charader  of  Non- Elc Hors, 
are  in  that  Predicament,  that  it  is  indubitably 
certain  there  is  no  Species  of  Property,  landed,  or 
monied,  which  is  not  pofTeffed  by  very  mam  of  the 
Briti/h  Ektlors. 
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I  fhall 


UJ- 

X  frail  undertake  to  difprove  the  fuppofed  Simi 
larity  of  Situation,  whence  the  fame  Kind  of  Re 
p e'entation  is  deduced  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Colonies,  and  of  the  Eritijh  Non- Electors ;  and,  if 
I  fucceed,  the  Notion  of  a  virtual  Reprefentation 
°-  the  Colonies  muff  fail,  which,  in  Truth,  is  a 
mere  Cob-web,  fpread  to  catch  the  unwary,  and 
m tangle  the  weak.  I  would  be  underftood.  I  am 
upon  a  Queftion  of  Propriety ,  not  of  Power;  and, 
though  fome  may  be  inclined  to  think  it  is  to  little 
Purpofe  to  difcufs  the  one,  when  the  other  is  irre- 
fifhble,  yet  are  They  different  Confiderations ;  and, 
at  the  fame  Time  that  I  invalidate  the  Claim  upon 
whicn  it  is  founded,  I  may  very  confifientiy  re¬ 
commend  a  Submillion  to  the  Law,  whiift  it  en¬ 
dures..  I  fhall  fay  Nothing  of  the  Ule  I  intend  by 
the  Difcuffion  ;  for,  if  it  fhould  not  be  perceived 
by  the  Sequel,  there  is  no  Ufe  in  it,  and,  if  it 
frould  appear  then,  it  need  not  be  premifed. 

<  LeiTees.  for  Years,  Copyholders,  Proprietors  of 
the  X  ubhc  Funds,  Inhabitants  of  Pirntinghatn, 
Leeds,  H alii  fax,  and  Manchefer ,  Merchants  of  the 
City  of  London ,  or  Members  of  the  Corporation  of 
the  Eaft  India  Company,  are,  as  fetch,  under  no 
perfonal  Incapacity  to  be  Electors  ;  for  they  may 
acquire  the  Right  of  Election,  and  they  are  ac¬ 
tually  not  only  a  confiderable  Number  of  Electors 
in  each  of  the  ClafTes  of  Feflees  for  Years,  dV. 
but  in  many  of  them,  if  not  all,  even  Members 
of  Parliament.  The  Inrerefts  therefore  of  the  Non- 
Electors,  the  Electors,  and  the  Reprelentatives,  are 
individually  the  fame;  to  fay  nothing  of  the  Con¬ 
nection  among  Neighbours,  Friends,  and  Relati¬ 
ons.  The  Security  of  the  Non-Elettors  again  It  Op- 
prefilon,  is,  that  their  Opprellion  will  fall  alfo  upon 
the  Electors  and  the  Representatives.  The  one 
can’t  be  injured,  and  the  other  indemnified. 

Further, 


c  5 1 

Further,  if  the  Non-Electors  fhould  not  be 
taxed  by  the  Britijh  Parliament,  They  would  not 
be  taxed  at  all\  and  it  would  be  iniquitous,  as 
well  as  a  Solecifm,  in  the  political  Syftem,  that 
They  fhould  partake  of  all  the  Benefits  refulting 
from  the  Impofition,  and  Application  of  Taxes, 
and  derive  an  Immunity  from  the  Circumftance  of 
not  being  qualified  to  vote.  Under  this  Conftitu- 
tion  then,  a  double  or  virtual  Reprefentation  may 
be  reafonably  fuppofed. — The  Electors,  who  are 
infeparably  connected  in  their  Interefts  with  the 
Non-Electors,  may  be  juftly  deemed  to  be  the 
Reprefen tatives  of  the  Non  Elebtors,  at  the  fame 
d  ime  They  exercife  their  perfonal  Privilege  in 
their  Right  of  Election,  and  the  Members  chofen, 
therefore,  the  Reprefentatives  of  both.  This  is 
the  only  rational  Explanation  of  the  Expreflion, 
virtual  Reprefentation.  None  has  been  advanced 
by  the  Aflertors  of  it,  and  their  Meaning  can 
only  be  inferred  from  the  Infiances,  by  which 
They  endeavour  to  elucidate  it,  and  no  other 
Meaning  can  be  Rated,  to  which  the  Infiances 
apply. 

It  is  an  efiential  Principle  of  the  Englijh  Con- 
ftitution,  that  the  Subjebt  (hall  not  be  taxed 
without  his  Content,  which  hath  not  been  intro¬ 
duced  by  any  particular  Law,  but  neceflarily  re- 
fults  from  the  Nature  of  that  mixed  Government ; 
for,  without  it,  the  Order  of  Democracy  could 
not  exifi.  . 

Parliaments  *  were  not  formerly  fo  regular  in 
Point  of  Form  as  they  now  are.  Even  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Knights  for  each  Shire  were  not  afeertain- 
ed.  The  hrlt  Writs  now  extant  ior  their  Choice, 


*  See  Treat.  Peerage. 
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=re  2 2nd  Edward  I,  by  which.  Two,  as  at  this 
Day,  were  d. reded  to  be  chofen  for  each  County 
,'Ut  Kmg  not  being  fatisfied  with  that  Num- 

)Ci"’  otl^Writs  wei'e  i  ffued  for  chufing  Two 
nioie.  .  his  diicietionary  Power  being-  thought 
inconvenient,  was  afterwards  reftrained  by  the 
^atutes  o t  Richard  II,  Henry  IV,  and  fubfequent 


,  In  e®r!ier  T,mes  there  was  more  Simplicity  in 
tne  Rules  ot  Government,  and  Men  were  more 
fohcitous  about  the  Eflentials,  than  the  Forms  of 

P  4  en  Confent  or  thole  who  were  to  per- 
lorm,  or  pay  any  Thing  extra-feudal,  was  fairly 
applied  for  and  obtained,  the  Manner  was  little 
regarded-,  but,  as  the  People  had  reafon  to  be 
jea  ous  of  Defigns  to  impofe  Contributions  upon 
-hem  witnout  their  Conlent,  it  was  thought  ex¬ 
pedient  to  have  Formalities  regulated,  and  fixed, 
t®  prevent  this  Injury  to  their  Rights,  not  to  de-’ 

ftroy  a  Principle,  without  which.  They  could  not 
be  laid  to  have  any  Rights  at  all. 

Befoie  the  Introduction  of  thofe  Formalities, 
vMiwh  were  framed  with  a  View  to  retrain  the 
Excursions  of  Power,  and  to  fecure  the  Privileges 
of  the  Subjeft,  as  the  Mode  of  Proceeding  was 
more  fimple,  lo  perhaps  this  Foundation  of  Con- 
lent  was  moi e  vifible  than  it  is  at  prelent,  wherefore 
it  may  oe  of  Ufe  to  adduce  lome  Inftances,  which 
direftly  point  out  this  neceffary  and  efiential  Prin¬ 
ciple  of  Britijh  Liberty . 

The  Lords  and  Commons  have  feparately  o-Ren 
Ak.s  and  Subfidies  to  the  Crown.  In  13th  Edward 
ill,  the  Lords  granted  the  Tenth  of  all  the  Corn 
GY.  growing  upon  their  Demefnes,  the  Com¬ 
mons  then  granting  Nothing,  nor  concerning 

Them- 


Themfelves  with  what  the  Lords  thought  fit  tA 
grant  out  of  their  own  Eftates. — At  other  Times, 
the  Knights  of  Shires,  feparating  from  the  Reft 
of  the  Commons,  and  joining  with  the  Lords, 
have  granted  a  Subfidy,  and  the  Reprelentatives 
of  Cities  and  Boroughs  have  likewife  granted  Sub¬ 
files  to  the  Crown  feparately,  as  appears  by  a 
Writ  in  24th  Edward  I,  which  runs  in  thefe 
Words  :  Rex ,  &c. — Cum  Comites ,  Barones ,  Milites 
Nobis ,  Szc.  fecerunt  undecimam  de  omnibus  Bonis  fuis 
mobilibus ,  et  Cives  ct  Burgenfes ,  &c.  feptimam  de 
omnibus  Bonis  fuis  mobilibus,  &c.  nobis  curialiter  con - 

cejjerint ,  &c. - When  an  Affair  happened,  which 

affedted  only  fome  Individuals,  and  called  for  an' 
Aid  to  the  Crown,  it  was  common  for  thofe  Indi¬ 
viduals  alone  to  be  lummoned  ;  to  which  Purpofe 
ieveral  Writs  are  extant.  In  the  35th  Edward  III, 
there  is  a  Writ  (which  Dugdale  has  printed  in  his 
Collection  of  Writs  of  Summons  to  Parliament) 
directed  to  the  Earl  of  Northampton ,  which  after 
reciting  the  Confufion  the  Affairs  of  Ireland  were 
in,  and  that  he,  and  fome  other  Englifh  Lords  had 
PofTeffions  in  that  Kingdom,  and  were  therefore 
more  particularly  obliged  to  the  Defence  of  it, 
follows  in  thefe  Words:  Volumus  V obi f cum ,  et  cum 
axis  de  eodem  Regno  (Anglin? fcilicet)  Terras  in  dim 
Terra  habentibus  Colloquium  habere ,  &c. 

But,  that  the  Reader  may  perceive  how  ftriCtly 
the  Principle  of  no  Perfons  being  taxed  without 
their  Confent,  hath  been  regarded,  it  is  proper  to 
take  Notice,  that,  upon  the  fame  Occafion,  Writs 
were  likewife  directed  even  to  Women,  who  were 
Proprietors  of  Land  in  Ireland,  to  fend  their  De¬ 
puties  to  conlult,  and  confent  to  what  ffiould  be 
judged  ncceflary  to  be  done  on  the  Occafion; 


e.  g.  Rex,  &c. — Mart &c.  Salutem,  &c.  VotiSt 
&c  Mandamus  quod  aliquem,  vel  aliquos  de  quibus 
confuiatis  apud  JVeftmcn.  mittatis  ad  loquendufn  nobif 
cum  fuper  ditlis  Negctiis ,  et  ad  faciendum  ct  confen- 
tiendum  Nomine  veftro ,  fuper  hoc  quod  ibidem  ordimri 
contigerit . 

A  Reflection  naturally  arifes  from  the  Inftances 
cited. — When,  on  a  particular  Occafion,  form  In- 
dividuals  only  were  to  be  taxed,  and  not  the  whole 
Community*)  their  Confent  only  was  called  for, 
and  in  the  laft  Inftance  it  appears,  that  they,  who 
upon  an  Occafion  of  a  general  Tax,  would  have 
been  bound  by  the  Confent  of  their  virtual  Re- 
prefentatives  (for  in  that  Cafe  they  would  have  had 
no  affinal  Reprefentatives )  were  in  an  Affair  calling 
for  a  particular  Aid  from  them,  feparate  from  the 
reft  ot  the  Community,  required  to  fend  their  par¬ 
ticular  Deputies:  But  how  different  would  be  the 
Principle  of  a  Statute,  impofing  Duties  without 
their  Confent  who  are  to  pay  them  upon  the  Au¬ 
thority  of  their  Gift,  who  fhould  undertake  to 
give,  what  doth  not  belong  to  them. 

That  great  King  Edward  I,  inferred  in  his 
Writ  of  Summons,  as  a  firft  Principle  of  Law, 
that  quod  om'nes  tangat  ah  omnibus  approbeiur ,  which 
by  no  Torture  can  be  made  to  fignify  that  their 
Approbation  or  Confent  only  is  to  be  required  in 
the  Impofition  of  a  Tax,  who  are  to  pay  no  Part 
of  it. 

The  Situation  of  the  Non-EleCtors  in  England 
— their  Capacity  to  become  Electors — their  infe- 
parable  Connection  with  thofe  who  are  Electors, 
and  their  Reprefentatives— their  Security  again  ft 
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Oppreffion  refulting  from  this  Connection,  and  the 
Necefiity  of  imagining  a  double  or  virtual  Re- 
prefentation,  to  avoid  Iniquity  and  Abfurdity, 
have  been  explained — The  Inhabitants  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies  are,  as  fucb ,  incapable  of  being  Electors, 
the  Privilege  of  Election  being  exercileable  only 
in  Perfon,  and  therefore  if  every  Inhabitant  of 
America ,  had  the  requifite  Freehold,  not  one  could 
vote,  but  upon  the  Supposition  of  his  ceafing  to 
be  an  Inhabitant  of  America ,  and  becoming  a  Re- 
fident  in  Great-Britain ,  a  Supposition  which  would 
be  impertinent,  becaufe  it  Shifts  the  Queftion— • 
Should  the  Colonies  not  be  taxed  by  Parliamen¬ 
tary  Impojitions ,  their  refpedtive  Legislatures  have 
a  regular,  adequate,  and  constitutional  Authority 
to  Tax  them,  and  therefore  there  would  not  ne- 
ceffarily  be  an  iniquitous  and  abfurd  exemption, 
from  their  not  being  reprefented  by  the  Iloufe  of 
Commons . 

There  is  not  that  intimate  and  infeparable  Re¬ 
lation  between  the  Electors  of  Great-Britain  and 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonies ,  which  muSt  ine¬ 
vitably  involve  both  in  the  fame  Taxation  ;  on 
the  contrary,  not  a  Single  aftual  Eleftor  in  Eng¬ 
land f,  might  be  immediately  affefted  by  a  Taxa¬ 
tion  in  America ,  impofed  by  a  Statute  which  would 
have  a  general  Operation  and  Effedf,  upon  the 
Properties  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonies. 
The  latter  might  be  oppreffed  in  a  Thoufand 
Shapes,  without  any  Sympathy,  or  exciting  any 
Alarm  in  the  former.  Moreover,  even  A£ts,  op¬ 
pressive  and  injurious  to  the  Colonies  in  an  ex¬ 
treme  Degree,  might  become  popular  in  England , 
from  the  Promife  or  Expe&ation,  that  the  very 
Meafures  which  depreSTed  the  Colonies,  wou  d 

C  give 


give  Eafe  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Griat-Britain.  It 
is  indeed  true,  that  the  Interefts  of  England  and 
the  Colonies  are  allied,  and  an  Injury  to  the  Co¬ 
lonies  produced  into  all  its  Confequences,  will 
eventually  aftedt  the  Mother  Country,  yet  thefe 
Confequences  being  generally  remote,  are  not  at 
once  iorefeen  *,  they  do  not  immediately  alarm  the 
hears,  and  engage  the  Paffions  of  the  Englifb 
Lkdtois,  the  Connedtioo  between  a  Freeholder 
Gf  cat  but  am,  and  a  Britifh  American  being1  de- 
ducible  only  through  a  Train  of  Reafoning,  which 
few  will  take  the  I  rouble,  or  can  have  an  Oppor¬ 
tunity,  if  they  have  Capacity,  to  inveftigate ; 
wherefore  the  Relation  between  the  Britijh  Ame¬ 
ricans,  and  the  Englifh  Electors,  is  a  Knot  too  in- 
iirui  to  be  relied  on  as  a  competent  Security,  es¬ 
pecially  again  it  the  Force  of  a  prefent,  counter- 
afting  Fxpedtation  of  Relief. 


,  If  it  would  have  been  a  juft  Conclufion,  that 
tne  Colonies  being  exadtly  in  the  fame  Situation 
viK  tne  Non- Electors  ^  or  England,  are  therefore  re¬ 
presented  in  the  lame  Manner,  it  ought  to  be  al¬ 
lowed,  that  tne  Reafoning  is  To  lid,  which,  after 
having  evinced  a  total  Diffimilarity  of  Situation, 
inters  that  t!  eir  Reprefentation  is  different . 


L  tne  Commons  of  (.meat -Britain  have  no  Rio-bt 
by  the  Conftitution,  to  GIVE  AND  GRANT 
Property  ^  belonging  to  themfelves  but  to  others, 
wit  no  ut  their  Conlent  actually  or  virtually  given* — 
Ir  tne  Claim  of  the  Colonies  not  to  be  taxed 
without  their  Confent ,  figmfied  by  their  Rei,  refen- 
tatives,  is  vfrell  founded,  if  it  appears  that  the  Co¬ 
lonies  are  not  a&ually  reprefen  ted  by  the  Com¬ 
mons  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  Notion  of  a 
■  -  double 
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double  or  virtual  Reprefentation,  doth  not  with 
any  Propriety  apply  to  the  People  or  America  *, 
then  the  Principle  of  the  Stamp  Aft,  mutt  be  given 
up  as  indefenhble  on  the  Point  of  Reprefentation, 
and  the  Validity  of  it  retted  upon  the  Power 
which  they  who  framed  it,  have  to  carry  it  into 
Execution. 

“  Should  the  Parliament  devife  a  Tax,  to  be 
cc  paid  only  by  thole  of  the  People  in  Great  Bri - 
“  tain,  who  are  neither  Members  of  either  Plouie 
“  of  Parliament,  nor  their  Electors,  fuch  an  Act 
cc  would  be  unjuft  and  partial,”  laith  the  Author 
of  the  Claim  of  the  Colonies,  &c.  who  yet  al¬ 
lows  that  the  “  Non-Ele£tors  would  have  a  Secu- 
cc  rity  againft  the  Weight  of  fuch  a  lax,  fhould 
<c  it  be  impofed,  which  the  Colonies  have  not, 
“  viz.  That  the  Members  of  Parliament  and  their 
cc  Electors,  mutt  be  relatively  attested  by  it ;  but 

the  induftrious  North  American ,  and  the  -opu- 
“  lent  JVefi-Indian  may  have  their  Properties  tax- 
<c  ed,  and  no  Individual  in  Great  Britain  partici- 
cc  pate  with  them  in  the  Burden  :  On  the  con- 
«  trary,  the  Members  of  Parliament  would  make 
cc  their  Court  to  their  Conftituents  moft  eflebtual- 
cc  ly,  by  multiplying  Taxes  upon  the  Subjects  of 
6C  the  Colonies.” 

Is  it  not  amazing  that  the  above  Author,  with ^ 
thefe  Sentiments ,  fhould  undertake  the  Defence  of 
the  Stamp  Duties,  which,  by  his  own  Conceliion, 
appear  to  be  more  unjult,  and  more  partial  than 
the  Tax  he  fuppoles,  and  upon  which  lie  be- 
ftows,  very  properly,  the  Epithets  of  unjujl  and 
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— — -Dikii t  Helleborum ,  certo  compefcere  Punfto 

Nefcius  Examen. 

it  has  been  objected,  that  if  the  Inhabitants 

0.(Dime\ua'‘  nccaufe  teprefented  in  their  refpe&ive 
Ailembiies,  are  therefore  exempted  from  a  Par¬ 
liamentary  Tax ,  then  the  Citizens  of  London ,  who 
aie  reprefented  in  their  Common  Council,  may 
plead  the  fame  Immunity,  If  it  were  not  for  the 
Authority  upon  which  this  Objedbon  is  urged,  it 
might  be  fafely  palled  over  without  a  particular 
Aniwei  ;  but  fince  it  hath  been  introduced  with' 
an  .  Appearance  .  or  .  Reliance,  and  the  Opinion 
w  nchnt  ictaiis,  is  raid  to  have  been  delivered  with 
great  Gravity,  and  pronounced  with  becihve  Con- 
naencc,  i  would  not  be  fo  wanting  in  Refpect  to 
an  eminent  Character,  as  to  negiedt  the  Ceremony 
of  a  dired  Refutation. 

But  I  mult  obferve  that,  when  the  Opinion  of 
a  Lawyer  is  taken  in  a  Matter  of  private  Con- 
cern,  in  which  he  is  under  no  Bias  to  deceive,  a 
concise  Declaration  of  it  may  generally  fuhicej 
he  who  applies  for  it  being  generally  obliged  to 
depend  upon  his  CouncilA  Character  of  Integrity 
and  Knowledge,  not  only  becaule  the  Expence  of 
a  methodical  and  minute  Dilcufiion  would  be  too 
Burthenfome,  but  becaufe  the  Force  of  legal 
Reasoning  1S  n°£  generally  imderltood.  But  iif  a 
Queftion  ot  public  Concernment,  the  Opinion  of 
no  Court  Lawyer ,  however  relpectable  for  his  Can- 
oour  and  A  fifties,  ought  to  weigh  more  than  the 
Reafons  adduced  in  Support  of  it.  They  ought 
to  be  explained,  they  may  be  examined.  Con¬ 
fide!  ing  his  I  emptations,  Credit  ought  to  be  cau- 

tioufly 
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tioufly  and  diffidently  given,  to  his  Aflertion  of 
what  is  his  Opinion. — Confidering  the  Confequence 
of  a  Decifion,  not  to  one  Man  only,  but  to  Mil¬ 
lions  that  exift  and  Myriads  that  may  exift,  and 
the  exceeding  Fallibility  of  legal  Knowledge,  no¬ 
thin^  ffiort  of  clear  Conviction,  after  the  fulleft 
Exptication  of  the  Reafons  of  the  Opinion,  and 
the  moft  accurate  and  intenfe  Confideration  of 
their  Validity,  can  juFcify  an  Acquiefcence  un¬ 
der  it. 

On  the  prefer  Occafion,  fo  immenfely  impor¬ 
tant,  Nu/lius  addittus  jurarc  in  Verba  Magijiri,  I 
ffiall  pin  my  Faith  upon  the  Dictum  of  no  Lawyer 
in  the  Univerfe,  and  when  his  ipfe  dixit  is  autho¬ 
ritatively  urged,  I  ffiall  be  at  no  Pains  to  reprefs 
my  Sufpicions  that  his  Reafons  are  concealed,  be- 
caufe,  if  fairly  produced  and  held  up  to  the  Light, 
many  Flaws  in  them  would  be  difcovered  by  a 
careful  Examiner.  1  have  lived  long  enough  to 
remember  many  Opinions  of  Court  Lawyers  upon 
American  Affairs;  they  have  been  all  ftrongly 
marked  with  the  fame  Character  ;  they  have  been 
generally  very  fententious,  and  the  fame  Obfer- 
vation  may  oe  applied  to  them  all. — They  have 
all  declared  that  to  be  legal ,  which  the  Minifter 
for  the  Time  being  has  deemed  to  be  expedient. 
The  Opinion  given  by  a  General  of  the  Law  in 
the  late  War  on  the  Queffion,  Whether  Soldiers 
might  be  quartered  on  private  Houles  in  America , 
muff  be  pretty  generally  remembered. 

The  very  learned  Gentleman  has,  it  feems,  de¬ 
clared  that,  upon  mature  deliberation,  he  has 
“  formed  his  Opinion,  that  the  Colonies  are  in 
“  their  Nature,  no  more  than  Common  Corpo- 
“  rations,  and  that  the  Inhabitants  of  a  Colony 

*«  are  no  more  entitled  to  an  Exemption  rromPar- 

“  liamentary 


t 
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‘‘  Limentary  Taxations,  bccaufe  reprefented  in 

an  -American  Affembly,  than  the  Citizens  of 
“  London ” 

.  ^he  Objeftion  having  been  ftatcd,  the  Anfwer 
is  obvious  and  clear. 

T,*1®  Colonies  have  a  compleat  and  adequate 
Lgillative  Authority,  and  are  not  only  reprefented 
in  their  Aflemblies,  but  in  no  ether  Manner.  The 
Tower  of  making  Bye-Laws  veiled  in  the  Com¬ 
mon  Council  is  inadequate  and  incompleat,  beine- 
bounded  by  a  few  particular  Subjefts;  and  the 
ommon  Council  are  adtually  reprefented  too, 
by  naving  a  Choice  of  Members  to  ferve  ih  Par¬ 
liament.  How  then  can  the  Reafon  of  the  Ex¬ 
emption  from  internal  parliamentary  Taxations 

claimed  by  the  Colonies,  apply  to  the  Citizens  of 

London  ? 

.  The  Power  deferibed  in  the  Provincial  Charters 
is  to  make  Laws,  and  in  the  Exercife  of  that 
Power,  the  Colonies  are  bounded  by  no  other  Li¬ 
mitations  that  what  refult  from  their  Subordina¬ 
tion  to,  and  Dependance  upon  Great-Britain.  The 
i  erm  Bye-Laws  is  as  novel,  and  improper,  when 
applied  to  the  Affemblies. ,  as  the  Expreffion  APIs 
of  Affembly  would  be,  if  applied  to  the  Parliament 
of  Great-Britain,  and  it  is  as  abfurd  and  infenfible, 
to  call  a  Colony  a  Common  Corporation,  becaufe 
not  an  independent  Kingdom,  and  the  Powers  of 
each  to  make  Laws  and  Bye-Laws,  are  limited 
though  not  comparable  in  their  Extent,  and  the 
Variety  of  their  Objedls,  as  it  would  be  to  call 

Lake  £n>,  a  Duck-puddle ,  becaufe  not  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  Ocean, 


Should 
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Should  the  Analogy  between  the  Colonies  and 
Corporations  be  even  admitted  for  a  Moment,  in 
order  to  fee  what  would  be  the  Confequence  of  the 
Poftulatum ,  it  would  only  amount  to  this,  The  Co¬ 
lonies  are  veiled  with  as  compleat  Authority  to  all 
Intents  and  Purpofes  to  Tax  themfelves,  as  any 
Englijh  Corporation  is  to  make  a  Bye-Law,  in  any 
imaginable  Inftance  for  any  local  Purpofe  what¬ 
ever,  and  the  Parliament  doth  not  make  Laws  for 
Corporations  upon  Subjects,  in  every  Refpect  proper 
for  Bye-Laws. 

But  I  do  not  reft  the  Matter  upon  this,  or  any 
other  Circumftance,  however  conliderable  to  prove 
the  Impropriety  of  a  Taxation  by  the  Britijh  Par¬ 
liament.  I  rely  upon  the  Fad,  that  not  one  In¬ 
habitant  in  any  Colony  is,  or  can  be  actually  or 
’virtually  reprefen  reel  by  tire  Britijh  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  and  therefore,  that  the  Stamp  Duties  are 
feverely  impofed. 

But  it  has  been  alledged,  that  if  the  Right  to 
Give  and  Grant  the  Property  of  the  Colonies  by  an 
internal  Taxation  is  denied  to  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  the  subordination  or  Dependence  ot  the 
Colonies,  and  the  Superintendence  of  the  Britijh 
Parliament  cannot  be  confidently  eftablilhed  — 
That  any  fuppofcd  Line  of  Diftin&ion  between 
the  two  Cafes,  is  but  “  a  whimfical  Imagination, 
“  a  chime^cal  Speculation  agamic  fact  >nd  F,x- 
“  perience.”  Now,  under  Favour,  1  conceive 
there  is  more  Confidence,  than  Solidity  in  this 
Affertion,  and  it  may  be  fatisfa&orily  and  eafily 
proved,  that  cue  Subordination  and  L ^pc n ounce 
of  the  Colonic-  nay  be  prelerved,  and  th efupreme 
Authority  of  the  Mother  Country  be  firmly  iup- 
ported,  and  yet  the  Principle  of  Reprefentation, 

and  the  Right  of  the  Britifj  Houfe  of  Commons 

flowing 
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flowing  from  /V,  to  G/T<?  Grant  the  Property 
of  the  Commons  of  America ,  be  denied. 

The  Colonies  are  dependant  upon  Great-Britain 3 
and  the  fupreme  Authority  veiled  in  the  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons,  may  juftly  be  exercifed  to 
fecure,  or  preferve  their  Dependence,  whenever 
neceffary  for  that  Purpofe.  This  Authority  refults 
from,  and  is  implied  in  the  Idea  of  the  Relation 
iubfifting  between  England  and  her  Colonies  ;  for, 
confidering  the  Nature  of  human  Affe£tions,  the 
Inferior  is  not  to  be  trufted  with  providing  Regu¬ 
lations  to  prevent  his  Rifing  to  an  Equality  with 
his  Superior.  But,  though  the  Right  of  the  Su¬ 
perior  to  ufe  the  proper  Means  for  preferving  the 
Subordination  of  his  Inferior  is  admitted,  yet  it 
does  not  neceffarily  follow,  that  he  has  a  Right  to 
feize  the  Property  of  his  Inferior  when  he  pleafes, 
or  to  command  him  in  every  Thing,  fince,  in  the 
D  egrees  of  it,  there  may  very  well  exift  a  Eepen - 
dance  and  Inferiority ,  without  abfolute  Vaffalage 
and  Slavery .  In  what  the  Superior  may  rightfully 
controul,  or  compel,  and  in  what  the  Inferior 
ought  to  be  at  Liberty  to  aft  without  Controul  or 
Compulfion,  depends  upon  the  Nature  of  the 
Dependance,  and  the  Degree  of  the  Subordina¬ 
tion  ;  and,  thefe  being  afcertained,  the  Meafure 
of  Obedience,  and  Submiffion,  and  the  Extent 
of  the  Authority  and  Superintendence  will  be  fet¬ 
tled.  When  Powers,  compatible  witta  the  Rela¬ 
tion  between  the  Superior  and  Inferior,  have,  by 
exprefs  Compaft,  been  granted  to,  and  accepted  by 
the  latter,  and  have  been,  after  that  Compaft,  re¬ 
peatedly  recognized  by  the  former — When  They 
may  be  exercifed  effeftually  upon  every  Occafion 
without  any  Injury  to  that  Relation,  the  Authority 
of  the  Superior  cannotproperly  interpofe;  for,  by  the 
Powers  veiled  m  the  Inferior,  is  the  Superior  limited. 

By 
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By  their  Conftitutions  of  Government,  the  Co^ 
lonies  are  impowered  to  impofe  internal  Taxes. 
This  Power  is  compatible  with  their  Dependance, 
and  hath  been  exprefly  recognized  by  BritiJlj  Mi- 
nifters  and  the  Britijh  Parliament,  upon  many 
Occafions ;  and  it  may  be  exercifed  effectually 
without  ftriking  at,  or  impeaching,  in  any  Ref- 
pedt,  the  Superintendence  of  the  BritiJlj  Parlia¬ 
ment.  May  not  then  the  Line  be  diftindtly  and 
juftly  drawn  between  fuch  Adts  as  are  neceffary, 
or  proper,  for  preferving  or  fecuring  the  Depen- 
dance  of  the  Colonies,  and  fuch  as  are  not  necef¬ 
fary  or  proper  for  that  very  important  Purpofe  ? 

When  the  Powers  were  conferred  upon  the  Co¬ 
lonies,  they  were  conferred  too  as  Privileges  and 
Immunities,  and  accepted  as  fuch  *,  or,  to  fpeak 
more  properly,  the  Privileges  belonging  neceffarily 
to  Them  as  BritiJlj  Subjects,  were  folemnly  declar¬ 
ed  and  confirmed  by  their  Charters,  and  They  who 
fettled  in  America  under  the  Encouragement  and 
Faith  of  thefe  Charters,  underftood,  not  only  that 
They  might ,  but  that  it  was  their  Right  to  exercife 
thofe  Powers  without  Controul,  or  Prevention.  In 
fome  of  the  Charters  the  Diftindtion  is  exprefied, 
and  the  ftrongeft  Declarations  made,  and  the  moll 
folemn  Afflirances  given  that  the  Settlers  fhould 
not  have  their  Property  taxed  without  their  own 
Confent  by  their  Reprefentatives,  though  their 
legiflative  Authority  is  limited  at  the  fame  Time, 
by  the  Subordination  implied  in  their  Relation, 
and  They  are  therefore  reftrained  from  making 
Adts  of  Aflembly  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and,  had  the  Diftindtion  not  been  exprefied, 
the  Powers  given  would  have  implied  it,  for,  if 
the  Parliament  may  in  any  Cafe  interpofe,  when 
the  Authority  of  the  Colonies  is  adequate  to  the 

D  Oc- 
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Occafion,  and  not  limited  by  their  Subordination 
to  the  Mother  Country,  it  may  in  every  Cafe , 
which  would  make  another  Appellation  more 
proper  to  deferibe  their  Condition,  than  the  Name 
by  which  their  Inhabitants  have  been  ufually  called, 
and  have  gloried  in. 

Becaufe  the  Parliament  may,  when  the  Relation 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  calls  for  an 
Exertion  of  her  Superintendence,  bind  the  Co¬ 
lonies  by  Statute,  therefore  a  Parliamentary  In- 
terpofition  in  every  other  Inftance,  is  juftifiable, 
is  an  Inference  that  may  be  denied. 

On  fome  Emergencies,  the  King,  by  the  Con- 
ftitution,  hath  an  abfolute  Power  to  provide  for 
the  Safety  of  the  State,  to  take  Care,  like  a  Ro¬ 
man  Dictator,  ne  quid  Detrimenti  capiat  Refpublicay 
and  this  Power  is  not  Specifically  annexed  to  the 
Monarchy  by  any  exprefs  Law  *,  it  neceflarily  re- 
fults  from  the  End  and  Nature  of  Government : 
but  who  would  infer  from  this,  that  the  King,  in 
every  Inftance,  or  upon  every  Occafion,  can,  upon 
the  Principles  of  the  Conftitution,  exercife  this 
Supreme  Power  ? 

The  Britijh  Minijiers  have,  in  the  moft  effiedtual 
Terms,  at  different  Periods,  from  the  Reign  of 
Charles  II,  to  that  of  the  prefent  King,  recognized 
this  Diftinftion  in  their  Requisitions,  tranfmitted 
to  the  Colonies  to  raife  and  levy  Men  and  Money, 
by  Adtsof  Affembly;  and  recently,  in  the  Courfe 
of  the  laft  War,  they  were  fo  far  from  thinking 
that  it  was  proper  for  the  Britijh  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  Give  and  Grant  the  Property  of  the  Colonies  to 
Support  the  military  Operations  in  America ,  upon 

which  not  only  the  immediate  Protedtion  of  that 

Part 
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Part  of  the  Britijh  Dominions ,  but  the  mod  impor¬ 
tant  Interefts,  perhaps  the  ultimate  Prefervation 
of  Great  Britain  from  Deftru&ion,  effentially  de¬ 
pended  ;  I  fay,  on  this  great  Occalion  of  the  moil 
important,  and  national  Concernment,  the  Britijh 
Minifiers  were  fo  far  from  calling  upon  the  Houfe 
of  Commons ,  in  their  peculiar  Department,  to  Give 
and  Grant  Property,  belonging  neither  to  Them- 
felves,  nor  their  Conftituents,  that  They  direftly 
applied  to  the  Colonies  to  tax  Themfelves,  in 
Virtue  of  the  Authority  and  Privilege  conferred 
by  their  Charters,  and  promifed  to  recommend  it 
to  the  Britijh  Parliament  to  grant  them  a  proper 
Compenfation  for  the  Expence  They  fhould  incur 
in  providing  for  the  general  Service  - — They  made 
good  their  Promife  *,  and,  if  all  the  Money  raifed 
in  the  Colonies,  by  A£ts  of  Affembly,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  the  Requifitions  of  the  Britijh  Minifters, 
hath  not  been  repaid  by  Parliament,  a  very  con- 
fiderable  Part  of  it  hath, 

Could  They,  who  made  the  Requifitions  I  have 
mentioned,  or  the  Affemblies  that  complied  with 
them,  intend,  or  imagine  the  Faith  of  the  Englijh 
Government  was  to  be  preferved  by  a  Retribution, 
at  one  Time,  of  the  Money  difburfed  at  the  In- 
ftance,  and  upon  the  Credit  of  the  Britifij  Minijlry, 
enforced  and  fupported  by  Royal  Affarances ,  and 
by  taking  it  back  again  at  another  Time  ?  Is  this 
Method  of  keeping  the  Faith  of  Government  to 
be  ranked  among  the  tc  Improvements  which  have 
cc  been  made  beyond  the  Idea  of  former  Admi- 

niftrations,  conduced  by  Minifters  ignorant 
“  of  the  Importance  of  the  Colonies,  or  who 
4C  impotently  negledted  their  Concerns,  or  were 
<c  diverted  by  mean  Puriuits,  from  attending  to 

Them  ?”  Is  it  abfolutely  certain,  that  there 
never  can,  at  any  future  Period,  arife  a  Crifis,  in 
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which  the  Exertion  of  the  Colonies  may  be  necef- 
fary,  or,  if  there  fhould,  that  it  will  bring  with  it 

an  Oblivion  of  all  former  Indireftion  ? - But 

this  is  a  .Subject  fitter  for  filent  Meditation,  than 
public  Difcuffion. 

There  was  a  Time  when  Meafures  of  Preven¬ 
tion  might  have  been  taken  by  the  Colonies. — 
There  may  be  a  Time  when  Redrefs  may  be  ob¬ 
tained — Till  then.  Prudence,  as  well  as  Duty,, 
require  Submiffion. 

It  is  prefumed  that  it  was  a  notable  Service 

done  by  New  England ,  when  the  Militia  of  that 

Colony  reduced  Cape  Breton ,  fince  it  enabled  the 

BritiJIo  Minifiers  to  make  a  Peace  lefs  difadvanta- 

geous  and  inglorious  than  They  otherwife  mud 

have  been  conftrained  to  fubmit  to,  in  the  humble 

State  to  which  they  were  then  reduced. — That  the 

general  Exertion  of  the  Colonies  in  North  America, 

during  the  iaft  War,  not  only  facilitated,  but  was 

indifp'enfably  requifite  to  the  Succefs  of  thofe 

Operations  by  which  fo  many  glorious  Conquefts 

were  atchieved,  and  that  thofe  Conquefts  have 

put  it  in  the  Power  of  the  prelent  illuftrious  Mi- 

nifters  to  make  a  Peace  upon  Terms  of  fo  much 

Glory  and  Advantage,  as  to  afford  an  inexhauftible 

Subleft  during  their  Adminiftration,  and  the 

Triumph  of  Toryifm,  at  leaft,  for  their  ingenious 

Panegyrifts  to  celebrate. 

* 

$ 

An  American,  without  juftiy  incurring  the  Im¬ 
putation  of  Ingratitude,  may  doubt  whether 
lome  other  Motive,  befides  pure  Generofity,  did 
not  prompt  the  Britijb  Nation  to  engage  in  the 
Defence  of  the  Colonies.— Pie  may  be  induced  to 
think  that  the  Meafures  taken  for  the  Protection 
of  the  Plantations,  were  not  only  connected  with 
-■  ‘  the 
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the  Interefts,  but  even  neceffary  to  the  Defence  of 
Great  Britain  herfelf,  becaufe  he  may  have  Reafon 
to  imagine  that  Great  Britain  could  not  long  fub- 
fiit  as  an  independent  Kingdom  after  the  Lofs  of 
her  Colonies. — He  may,  without  Arrogance,  be 
inclined  to  claim  fome  Merit  from  the  Exertion 
of  the  Colonies,  fince  it  enabled  Great  Britain 
ultimately  to  defend  herfelf-,  I  mean  that  Kind  of 
Merit  which  arifes  from  Benefits  done  to  others, 
by  the  Operation  of  Meafures  taken  for  our  own 
Sakes — a  Merit  moft  illuftrioufly  difplayed  in  the 
Generofity  of  Great  Britain,  when,  with  then' 
Co-operation,  Ihe  protefted  the  Colonies  to  pre- 
ferve  herfelf. 


When  an  Houfe  is  in  Flames,  and  the  next 
Neighbour  is  extremely  adive,  and  exerts  his  En¬ 
deavours  to  extinguish  the  Fire,  which,  if  not 
conquered,  would  catch,  and  confume  his  own 
Dwelling,  I  do  not  fay,  that  if  the  Owner  of  the 
Houfe  which  had  been  in  Flames,  fhould,  after  the 
Fire  was  fubdued,  complaifantly  thank  his  Neigh¬ 
bour  generally  for  his  Services,  he  would  be  ab- 
furdly  ceremonious  -,  but,  if  the  Afiiftant  fhould 
afterwards  boaft  of  his  great  Generofity,  and  claim 
a  Right  to  the  Furniture  of  the  Houfe  which  he 
had  affifted  in  Saving,  upon  the  Merit  of  his  Zeal 
and  Adivity,  he  would  deferve  to  be  put  in  Mind 
of  the  Motive  of  his  Service. 


If  the  Advantages  gained  by  the  late  moft  glo¬ 
rious  and fuccefful  War  have  been  fecured  by  an 
adequate  Peace— If  the  Succefles  that  attended  the 
military  Operations  of  the  Britifto  Arms,  were  the 
Effect  of  the  conjunct  Efforts  of  the  Britijh  Na¬ 
tion  and  her  Colonies ,  routed  by  the  Spirit,  excited 
by  the  Virtue,  animated  by  the  Vigour,  and  con¬ 
cluded  by  the  Wifdom  of  the  ableft  Minuter  than 
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ever  ferved  his  Country,  has  there  been  no  Com- 
penfation  received  for  the  Charges  of  the  War  ? 
Are  the  Colonies  entitled  to  no  Credit  for  it  ? 

When  the  Defign  is  to  opprefs  the  Colonies 
with  Taxes,  or  calumniate  the  late  patriotic  Mi- 
nifter,  the  Expences  of  the  War ,  and  the  Enormity 
of  the  national  Debt  are  proclaimed  :  When  the 
prefent  all  accomplifhed  Adminiftration  is  to  be 
celebrated,  then  is  the  immenfe  Value  of  the  new 
Acquifttions  difplayed  in  the  brighteft  Colours, 
Acquifttions  vaft  in  Extent,  richly  productive 
“  of  the  valuable  Commodities  belonging  to  their 
i£  feveral  Climates.  The  Polfeffion  oMhofe  in 
“  North  America ,  enfures  the  Safety  of  the  other 
4<  Colonies  there,  infomuch  that  our  only  dange- 
“  rous  Neighbours,  the  French ,  do  not  think  the 
“  Pittance  left  worth  retaining,  having,  by  the 
4£  Cefiion  of  Louifiana  to  the  Spaniards,  avowedly 
“  given  up  for  everthofe  great  ObjeCts,  for  which 
“  alone  They  began  the  War. — The  ceded  Iflands 
“  are  almoft  of  equal  Advantage,  for  protecting 
4£  our  own,  and  annoying  the  Settlements  of  the 
“  French  and  Spaniards,  if  They  fhould  be  again 
<£  our  Enemies. — Part  of  Nova  Scotia ,  fince  the 
Removal  of  the  neutral  French,  hath  been  al- 
“  ready  fettled  by  10,000  Inhabitants,  within  the 
“  Compafs  of  Six  or  Seven  Years,  a  Province 
“  lately  confidered  as  no  more  than  a  proper  Si- 
“  tuation  for  a  Fortrefs,  whofe  Garrifon  it  could 
“  not  fubfift  :  Even  Cape  Breton,  that  barren  Ap- 
“  pendage  to  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  is 
“  known  now  to  contain  Treafures  fo  worthy  of 
“  Attention,  as  to  be  referved  to  the  Crown. 
“  The  Mines  there  are  not  Veins  •,  they  are 
“  Mountains  of  Coal ;  vaft  Clifts  of  nothing  elfe, 
ftand  open,  and  acceffible  •,  no  Boring  necelfary 
“  to  find  it  ;  no  Pit  necelfary  to  come  at  it ;  no 
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“  Fire-Engines  requifite  for  carrying  on  the 
“  Works.  This  Ifland,  and  all  the  neighbouring 
“  Shores  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Laurence,  have  an- 
“  other  Fund  of  Wealth  in  their  Fifheries.  Ca- 
“  nada  is  already  a  very  flour i (hi ng  Colony,  inha- 
“  bited  by  90,000  People,  and  their  Demand  on 
«  Great  Britain  for  a  Supply  of  Manufactures, 
“  rauft  be  immediately  confiderable.  The  Peltry 
“  will  be  another  great  Branch  of  Commerce, 
“  Weft-Florida  is  furprizingly  fertile,  and  luxuriantly 
«*  productive  in  its  natural  State,  of  every  Thing, 
«  and  not  only  promifing,  but  actually  producing 
**  Wines  and  Silk,  and  Indigo,  &V.  C?c.” 

Is  no  Part  of  this  Defcription  the  Ebullition  of  an 
exuberant  Fancy,  and  dull  we  not  calt  one  Glance 
of  RetrofpeCtion  towards  the  Man,  who,  when  his 
Country  was  defpifed,  and  infulted,  and  funk  into 
the  mod  abjeCt  Condition  of  Defpondence,  by  in- 
fpiting  her  Sons  with  that  invincible  Vigour  of  Pa- 
triotifm,  with  which  himfelf  was  animated,  not 
only  difpelled  her  Fears,  fecured  her  Safety,  and 
retrieved  her  Honour,  but  humbled  her  Flnemies, 
and  tore  from  them  the  Refources  of  their  Strength, 
and  the  Supports  of  their  Infolence  ? 

Are  the  Acquifitions  of  the  War  retained  by  the 
Peace,  fo  ineftimably  valuable,  and  ought  not  the 
Colonies  to  have  fome  Confideration  that  were  in- 
ftrumental  in  the  Succefles  whence  thofe  Acquifi¬ 
tions  flowed,  and  drained  every  Nerve  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  Service,  to  that  Degree  ot  Exertion,  that 
without  it,  all  the  Power  of  Great  Britain,  all  the 
amazing  Abilities  of  her  Minider,  and  all  the 
Difcipline,  and  unparalleled  Bravery  of  her  national 
Troops  and  Seamen,  could  not  have  availed  beyond 
mere  Defence,  if  happily  fo  far  ?  If  the  War  was 
expenfive  bevondall  former  Example,  fo  were  the 
„  '  Succefles 
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Succefles  of  it  beneficial.  If  the  Expences  attending 
the  military  Operations  in  America ,  are  juftly  to 
be  charged  to  the  foie  Defence  of  the  Colonies, 
and  no  Part  of  it  to  the  Security  of  Great  Britain , 
or  to  the  Views  of  extending  her  Dominions  by 
Conqued,  if  all  the  Succefles  of  the  War  have 
been  atchieved  by  the  national  Arms  of  Great- 
Britain  alone,  without  any  Abidance,  or  Co-ope¬ 
ration  of  the  Plantations,  dill  ought  not  the  Claim 
againft  the  Colonies  in  Equity,  to  be  mitigated 
upon  Reflection  on  the  Advantages  derived  from 
Them,  and  of  their  Contribution  to  the  national 
Revenue  for  a  long  Courfe  of  Years,  during  which, 
their  Protection  put  the  Britijh  Nation  to  very 
little,  if  any  particular  Expence  ? 


If  moreover,  Great  Britain  hath  an  equitable 
Claim  to  the  Contribution  of  the  Colonies,  it 
ought  to  be  proportioned  to  their  Circumftances, 
and  They  might,  furely,  be  indulged  with  dis¬ 
charging  it  in  the  moft  ealy,  and  fatisfaftory  Man¬ 
ner  to  Themfelves.  If  Ways  and  Means  conve¬ 
nient,  and  conciliating  would  produce  their  Con¬ 
tribution,  as  well  as  oppreffive  and  difgufting  Ex- 
aftions,  it  is  neither  confident  with  Humanity  nor 
Policy,  to  purfue  the  latter — A  Power  may  even 
exid  without  an  aftual  Exercife  of  it,  and  it  indi¬ 
cates  as  little  good  Senfe  as  good  Nature  to  exer- 
cife  it,  only  that  the  Subjects  of  it  may  feel  the 
Rod  that  Rules  Them.  Moderation  may  be  ob- 
ferved,  and  Equity  maintained,  at  the  fame  Time 
that  Superiority  is  aflerted,  and  Authority  vindi¬ 
cated,  whatever  the  Apprehenfions  of  Pufillani- 
mity,  or  the  Indolence  of  Ufurpation  may  fugged. 

What  is  the  annual  Sum  expedledfrom  the  Co¬ 
lonies— what  Proportion  from  each — how  tar  do 
their  Abilities  extend?  Thefe  Matters  have  been 

without 
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without  doubt,  precifely  afcertained,  or  eafiiy  may 
be,  at  a  Time  “  when  the  real,  the  fubftantial, 
“  the  commercial  Interetts  of  Great -Britain,  are 
“  preferred  to  every  other  Confideration,  and  it  is 
“  fo  well  known,  that  the  Trade  whence  it’s 
“  greatefi:  Wealth  is  derived,  and  upon  which  it’s 
“  maritime  Power  is  principally  founded,  depends 
“  upon  a  wile  and  proper  Uie  of  the  Colonies,” 
which  implies,  at  lead,  l'uch  an  Underftanding  of 
their  Circumftances,  as  mult  render  it  extremely 
eafy,  to  form  a  reafonable  Eftimate  of  their  com¬ 
parative  Wealth  and  the  Extent  of  their  Abilities. 
The  Proportion  of  each  Colony,  being  fo  eafiiy 
afcertainable  at  this  fieriod  of  uncommon  Know- 
lege  of  their  Affairs,  why  has  the  Courfe  ob- 
ferved  by  former  Minifters,  when  Supplies  have 
been  expected  from  America ,  been  neglected  by  the 
prefsnt  ?  Why  was  there  not  the  ufual  Requisition 
communicated  to  the  Provincial  Affemblies,  in- 
ftead  of  exacting  an  uncertain  and  unequal  Sum 
from  each  Colony,  by  a  Law  abruptly  palled  with¬ 
out  any  previous  Default  of  thofe  who  are  affeCted 
by  it  ? — I  fliall  not  call  it  a  Law  repugnant  to  their 
Genius,  cancelling  their  Charters,  infringing  the 
moft  valuable  Rights  and  Privileges  of  Britijh  Sub¬ 
jects,  derogatory  from  the  Faith  and  Honour  of 
Government,  unjuft  and  cruel  in  it  s  Principles, 
rigorous  and  oppreffive  in  the  Means  provided  for 
it’s  Execution,  and  as  pernicious  in  it  s  Confe¬ 
rences  to  the  Mother  Country,  as  injurious  to  the 
Colonies  in  it’s  immediate  Operation,  but  I  may 
call  it  a  rigorous  and  ievere  Law.  It  is  in  vain  to 
attempt  a  Palliation  of  this  ufelefs  Severity,  (ufe- 
lefs  I  mean  to  the  Purpofe  of  raifing  a  Revenue) 
by  fallacioufly  pretending  that,  as  all  the  Colonies 
were  to  be  taxed,  and  the  Authority  of  each  is 
limited,  the  Interposition  of  the  Parliament  be¬ 
came  neceflary  •,  fince  nothing  can  be  Ids  difput- 
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able,  than  that  each  Colony  hath  a  competent  Au¬ 
thority  to  raife  it’s  Proportion,  and  confequently 
nothing  is  more  evident,  than  that  ail  the  Colonies 
might  raife  the  whole.  *  The  Affertion  that  the 
Colonies  would  have  paid  no  Regard  to  any  Re- 
quifitions,  is  rafh  and  unauthorized,  and  had  the 
Event  actually  happened,  the  Trouble  and  Lofs  of 
Time  to  the  Minifters  in  making  the  Experiment, 
would  not  have  been  confiderable  or  detrimental 
to  the  Nation,  and  after  it’s  Failure,  an  Aft  of 
Parliament  might  ftill  have  been  made  to  compel 
the  Contribution,  if  the  Power  which  hath  been 
exercifed  is  defenfible  upon  the  Principles  of  the 
Britifh  Confiitution . 

A  Meafure  fo  extreme,  could  hardly  be  at  once 
purfued,  becaufe  the  Minifters  did  not  know  what 
to  demand,  who  have  made  fo  many  Regulations 
in  regard  to  the  Colonies,  tc  founded  upon  Know- 
“  ledge,  formed  with  Judgment,  and  executed 

with  Vigour.”  Had  the  Requifitiohs  been  com¬ 
municated,  I  make  no  doubt  but  They  would  have 

It  is  afferted  in  the  Pamphlet  entitled,  ‘The  Claim  of  the  Co- 
U fixes,  Ifc.  that  Maryland  availing  herfelf  of  the  Protection  of 
Virginia  and  P< n>;jyfa>awa,  contributed  nothing  to  the  common 
Defence.  This  Writer  from  a  View  of  fome  Map  of  North 
Amer  ca  imagined,  it  fhould  feem,  that  Virginia  and  Pennfybvama 
were  fettled  jo  as  to  encompafs  Maryland ;  but  the  Truth  is,  that 
the  Frontiers  of  Maryland  were  as  much  expofed,  as  thole  of  the 
next  Colonies,  and  the  FaCt  is  moreover  falle,  for  I  have  been 
well  informed  that  ‘  'ayyland  contributed  near  £;o,cco/.  and  in¬ 
curred  befides  a  confiderable  Expence,  which  is  now  a  Debt 
upon  the  public  Journal  of  that  Colony,  by  putting  her  Militia 
into  adlual  Service  ;  and  that  an  unhappy  Dilpufe  attended  with  a 
very  heavy  provincial  Charge,  on  fomcTopick  of  Privilege,  was  the 
real  Caufe,  why  the  Grants  of  Maryland  were  not  more  liberal. 
After  all,  there  have  been  Inllances,  I  fpeak  not  of  more  modern 
Times,  in  which  the  Parfimony  of  the  Parliament  hath  been  com¬ 
plaint  d  of,  and  the  Notion  of  Privilege  carried  to  a  great  Length 
by  the  Houfe  of  Commons;  but  thefe  have  not  been  thought 
folid  Rcafons  for  dripping  their  Condiments  of  their  Rights. 

•  been 
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been  entertained  with  RefpeCt,  and  productive  of 
all  the  Effects  that  could  reafonably  have  been  ex¬ 
pected  from  Them.  A  petty  American  Afifembly 
would  not,  in  Anfwer  to  fuch  Requifitions,  have 
impertinently  recommended  the  Reduction  of  ex¬ 
orbitant  Salaries,  the  Abatement  of  extravagant, 
and  the  Abolition  of  illegal  Perquifites,  the  Ex¬ 
tinction  of  ufelefs  Places,  or  the  dilbanding  of  un- 
deferving  or  ill  deferving  Penfioners,  as  a  more 
proper  and  beneficial  Method  of  relieving  the 
public  Burthens,  than  a  new  and  heavy  Impofition 
upon  ufeful  and  induftrious  Subjects. 

Have  great  Things  been  promifed  for  the  Eafe 
of  the  People  of  England ,  and  hath  a  Meafur.e 
been  fallen  upon,  that,  by  putting  the  Accom- 
plifhment  of  them  at  a  Difcance,  and  keeping  Ex¬ 
pectation  alive,  it  may  contribute  to  the  Prolong¬ 
ation  of  a  Power,  which,  in  the  Interim,  will  find 
fufficient  Opportunities  to  gratify  the  Views  of 
Minifterial  Avarice  or  Ambition  ? 

If  a  Sum  had  been  liquidated,  and  a  precife 
Demand  made,  it  might  perhaps  have  been  (hewn, 
if  proportioned  to  the  Circumftances  of  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  to  be  of  no  real  Confequence  to  the  Nation  ; 
and,  if  above  their  Circumftances,  that  it  would, 
with  the  Oppreflion  of  the  Plantations,  prove  rui¬ 
nous  to  the  Britijh  Manufactures  •,  but,  whilft  Mat¬ 
ters  are  thus  vague, and  indeterminate,  any  Attempt 
to  {hew  that  the  Stamp  Duties  will  be  inadequate  to 
the  promifed  Relief,  diftrefs  the  Colonies,  and  con- 
fequently  beggar  the  Britijh  Manufacturers,  maybe 
obviated  by  laying,  that  “  the  ACt  is  in  the  Na~ 
“  ture  of  an  Experiment:  if  inadequate,  other 
*c  Methods  may  be  fuperadded ;  it  inconvenient, 
«  it  may  be  repealed,  as  foon  as  difcovered  and 
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Hints  may  be  thrown  out  at  the  fame  Time,  to 
cherilh  the  Hopes  of  the  Nation,  that  there  are  the 
beft  Grounds  to  expert  *  the  Meafure  will  be  pro- 
duftive  ol  all  that  can  be  defired  or  wifhed. 

The  frugal  Republicans  of  North- America  (if 
the  Britijh  Inhabitants  there  are  to  be  diftinguifhed 
by  a  Nick-Name ,  becaufe  it  implies  that  They  are 
Enemies  to  the  Government  of  England ,  and  ought 
therefore  to  be  regarded  with  a  jealous  Eye)  may 
be  allowed,  without  derogating  from  the  vaft  and 
prodigious  Knowledge  of  a  Minifter,  to  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with  their  own  internal  Circurnflances 
better  than  a  Stranger,  who  muft  depend  upon  In¬ 
formation  ;  and  that  too,  moil  frequently,  of  Men 
not  the  mofteminent  for  their  Candour,  diftinguifhed 
by  their  Sagacity,  or  refpedable  for  their  Integrity. 
Had  Requifitions  been  made,and  the  Sum  demanded 
been  equitable,  and  proportioned  to  their  Circum- 
ftances,  They  could  have  fallen  upon  Ways  and 
Means  lefs  oppreffive  than  the  Stamp  Duties.  They 
have  frequently  taxed  Themfelves :  They  have 
tried  various  Methods  of  Taxation  :  They  know, 
by  Experience,  the  eafieft  and  lead  expenfive. — 
The  Meaning  or  Conftrudion  of  their  Levy-Ads 
is  fettled  :  They  can  be  carried  into  Execution, 
not  only  at  a  final!  Expence,  without  exhaufting  a 
confiderable  Part  of  their  Produce  by  the  Multi¬ 
plication  of  Officers,  and  their  Support-,  but  with- 

*  It  is  afferted  by  the  Author  of  The  Claim  cf  the  Colonies , 
that  the  Merchants  trading:  to  the  feveral  Colonies  gave  in 
an  Eftimate  of  the  Debt  due  to  Them  from  the  Colonies,  amount¬ 
ing  to  4,000,000 /.  It  would  have  been  a  real  public  Service  if 
he  had  pointed  out  how  this  Debt  is  to  be  paid  under  the  Op- 
prefiion  of  new  and  heavy  Impofitions,  or  what  will  be  the  pro¬ 
per  Remedy  if  there  fhould  be  a  Stoppage  in  the  Payment  of 
4,000,000/.  a  Stagnation  of  Commerce,  and  want  of  Employ¬ 
ment  to  the  Britijh  Manufacturers. 


out 


[  29  ] 

out  heavy  Pains  and  grievous  Penalties,  without 
Oppreffion  of  the  innocent,  giving  Countenance  to 
Vexation,  and  Encouragement  to  profligate  In¬ 
formers,  without  the  Eftablifhment  of  arbitrary 
and  difiant  Courts  of  *  Admiralty. 

The  national  Debt  is  heavy,  and  it  is  a  popular 
Scheme  to  draw  from  the  Colonies  a  Contribution 
towards  the  Relief  of  the  Mother-Country.— The 
Manner  of  effecting  it  is  not  carefully  attended  to, 
or  nicely  regarded  by  thofe  who  expedt  to  receive 
the  Benefit. —  x  he  End  is  lo  ardently  defired,  that, 
whether  the  Means  might  not  be  mere  moderate, 
is  not  fcrupuloufly  examined  by  Men,  who  think 
Themfelves  in  no  Danger  of  Injury  or  Oppreffion 
from  their  Seventy.  It  is  affiimed  to  thoic  who 
cannot  detedt  the  fallacy  oi  tne  Aiicition,  that 
Millions  have  been  expended  fole/y  in  the  Defence 
of  America.  They  believe  it,  and  thence  are  eafily 
perfuaded  that  the  Claim  of  a  Contribution  from 
Hie  Colonies  is  ]uft  and  ec^uitadc,  and  tn—u  any 
Meafure  neceflfary  to  fecure  it,  is  right  and  laud¬ 
able.— It  is  reprefented,  that  unlefs  the  Colonies 
are  ftripped  of  th q  Trial  by  Jury ,  and  Courts  of 
Admiralty  are  eftablilhed,  in  which  Judges  from 
England ,  Strangers,  without  Connexion  or  Inte- 
reit  in  America,  removeable  at  Pleafure,  and  fup- 
ported  by  liberal  Salaries,  arc  to  prefide  unleis 
Informers  are  encouraged  and  favoured,  and  the 
accuied  mod  rigoroufly  dealt  by,  that  the  1  ax  will 
be  eluded— and  thefe  Severities  are  excufed  on 
Account  of  their  fuppofed  Necefiity.  The  Colo¬ 
nies  are  defenbed  to  be  a  numerous,  tiounihing, 

#  It  was  formerly  held  to  be  a  grievous  Oppicllion,  that,  i-  - 
Head  of  having  jutliee  at  Home,  the  Enghjh  Subjeft  was  drawn 
to  Rome  by  Appeals  ;  but  an  American  is  to  be  drawn  from 
Home,  in  the  first  Instance,  'as  well  as  by  Appeals, 

-  and 
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and  opulent  People  : — It  is  alledged  that  The" 
contribute  to  the  national  Expence,  by  Taxes  there , 
only  the  pitiful  Sum  of  1900/.  per  Year,  for  the 
Collection  of  which,  an  Eftabliffiment  of  Officers, 
attended  with  the  Expence  of  7600/.  per  Annum ’ 
is  neceflary.— -Upon  thefe  Premifles,  the  Uneafinefs 
ot  the  Colonies,  at  being  forced  to  bring  more 
into  the  common  Stock,  appears  to  be  unreafon- 
ablc,  if  not  icoelhous  ,  and  I  hey  leem  rather  to 
deferve  Reprehenfion  and  Correction,  than  Favour 
and  Indulgence. 

k.  t 


.  I’he  Succefies  of  the  War  were  obtained  as  well 
by  the  vigorous  Efforts  of  the  Colonies ,  as  by  the 
Exertion  of  Great-Britain.—  The  Faith  of  Great- 
Britain  hath  been  engaged  in  the  molt  folemn 
Manner,  to  re  pay  the  Colonies  theMonieslevied  by 

internal  Taxations  for  the  Support  of  the  War. _ 

Is  it  confident  with  that  Faith  to  tax  Them  to- 

v-,  1  h  Ct  in  Part  incurred  by  that 

Re-payment  ?  The  immenfe  Acceffion  of  Terri¬ 
tory,  and  Value  of  the  Acquifitions  obtained  by 
the  Peace,  is  the  Confequence  of  the  Succefies  of 
the  War— The  Charge  of  the  War  is  leflened  by  the 
Advantages  refulting  from  the  Peace —  The  Colo¬ 
nies,  for  a  long  Courfe  of  Time  have  largely  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  public  Revenue,  and  put  Great- 
Britain  to  little  or  no  Expence  for  their  Protec¬ 
tion.— If  it  were  equitable  to  draw  from  Them  a 
further.  Contribution,  it  does  not  therefore  follow, 
that  it  is  proper  to  force  it  from  Them,  by  the  harlh 
and  rigorous  Methods  eftablifhed  by  the  Stamp- Aft ; 
an  Aft  unequal  and  difproportioned  to  their  Cir- 
cumftances  whom  it  affefts  ;  exempting  Opulence, 
crufhing  Indigence  ;  and  tearing  from  a  numerous, 
loyal,  and  ufeful  People,  the  Privileges  They  had, 
in  their  Opinion,  earned  and  merited,  and  juftly 

held 
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held  moft  dear.  If  They  are  really  in  Debt,  the 
Payment  of  it  hath  not  been  refufed,  it  hath  not 
been  demanded. — If  one  Subjed,  grown  giddy 
with  fudden  Elevation,  iliould,  at  any  future  Pe¬ 
riod,  rafhly  declare,  that  the  Colonies  fhould  be 
taxed,  at  all  Events,  in  the  moft  rigorous  Man¬ 
ner  ^  and  that  Millions  of  induftrious  and  nfeful 
Subjeds  fhould  be  grievoufly  op p reded,  rather  than 
himlelf  depart  from  his  Charader  of  Pertinacity 
and  Wilfutnefs,  check  the  Impulie  of  a  tyrannical 
Difpofition,  or  forego  the  Gratification  of  his 
Vanity,  in  a  wanton  Difplay  of  Power,  Submiffion 
would  be  an  admirable  Virtue  indeed,  if  not  the 
Effed  of  Impotence. 

That  the  Contribution  arifing  from  the  Stamp 
Duties  is  difproportioned  to  their  Circumftances 
from  whom  it  is  exaded,  is  manifeft ;  for  They 
will  produce  in  each  Colony,  a  greater,  or  lei's 
Sum  not  in  Proportion  to  its  Wealth,  but  to  the 
Multiplicity  or  Juridical  Forms,  the  Quantity  of 
vacant  Land,  the  Frequency  of  transferring  landed 
Property,  the  Extent  of  Paper  Negotiations,  the 
Scarcity  of  Money,  and  the  Number  of  Debtors. 
A  larger  Sum  will  be  exaded  from  a  Tobacco- 
Colony  than  from  Jamaica ;  and  it  will  not  only  be 
higher  in  one  of  the  pooreft  Colonies,  and  the  lead 
able  to  bear  it,  than  in  the  richeft-,  but  the  prin¬ 
cipal  part  of  the  Revenue  will  be  drawn  from 
the  pooreft  Individuals  in  the  pooreft  Colonies, 
from  Mortgagors,  Obligors,  and  Defendants.  If 
this  be  true,  does  the  Ad  deferve  the  Encomium 
of  being  a  Mode  of  \ Taxation  the  eaficfl ,  and  the 
moft  equals  a  Duty  upon  Property  fpread  lightly  over 
a  great  Variety  of  Subjects ,  and  heavy  upon  none? 

Thtr 
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The  Commons  cf  Great  Britain,  moreover,  in 
their  Capacity  of  Reprefentative ,  not  only  Give  and 
Grant  the  Property  of  the  Colonies  ;  but,  in  my 
Conftruftion  of  the  Stamp- Act,  (however  every 
Reader  may  examine  and  judge  for  himfelf)  Give 
and  Grant  alfo  to  certain  Officers  of  the  Crown, 
a  Power  to  tax  Them  higher  ftill for  thefe  Offi¬ 
cers  will  not,  I  prefume,  be  called  virtual  Repre- 
fentatives  too  ;  and  what  they  fhall  think  fit  to 
levy,  by  an  ingenious  Extent  of  the  Fiftion,  will 
not  be  conlidered  as  levied  with  the  Confent  of  the 
Colonies— The  Inftances,  I  believe,  are  rare^  in 
which  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  of  Eng¬ 
land  have  delegated  to  Officers  of  the  Crown,  the 
Power  of  taxing  their  Conilituents,  nor  hath  any 
Diftinftion  yet  been  advanced  to  prove,  that  in 
their  Capacity  of  virtual  Reprefentatives  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  not  having  the 
fame  Confidence  repofed  in  Them,  ought  to  pro¬ 
ceed  upon  peculiar  Rules.  There  was  a  Statute  of 
Henry  VIII,  by  which,  I  think,  the  King’s  Pro-, 
clamations,  with  the  Confent  of  the  Privy  Coun¬ 
cil,  were  to  operate  as  Laws  •,  and  another  Statute 
of  Ricpard  II,  that  the  Power  of  the  Two  Houles 
fhould  be  veiled  in  Twelve  Lords  j  but  thefe  Afts 
bear  no  Refemblance  to  the  Stamp  -Aft. 

The  Stamping  Inftruments  are  to  be  retained  in 
England . — Vellum,  Parchment,  and  Paper,  are  to 
be  fenc  to  America ,  ready  ftamped. — The  firft 
Commiffioner  of  the  Treafury,  or  the  Commif- 
iioners,  or  any  Three  or  more  of  Them,  are,  by 
the  Aft,  impowered  to  fet  any  Price  upon  the  Vel¬ 
lum,  Parchment  and  Paper,  and  the  Payment  of 
that  Price  is  fecured  and  enforced  by  th e fame  Pains 
and  Penalties  that  the  Stamp-Duties  are. 

i 

if 

I  ,  ■  *  ’ :  C  .  '  .  1  : 


t  33  ] 

*•*?  »  #  •  « 

If  the  Subftitution  of  an  arbitrary  civil  Law 
Court,  in  the  Place  of  the  legal  Judicatories,  and 
that  deferved  Favourite,  the  Common-Law-Trial 
by  Jury,  would  not  juftify  the  Aflertion,  that  the 
Stamp-Aft  hath  ftripped  the  Colonies  of  the 
Guards  and  Securities  provided  by  the  Conftitu- 
tion  again  ft  Oppreffion  in  the  Execution  of  Laws, 
I  would  much  Ids  prefume  to  fay,  the  veiling  in 
the  Commiffioners  of  the  Treafury  a  Power  to  tax 
the  Colonies,  will  amply  juftify  the  Aflertion,  that, 
the  Stamp- Aft  hath  not  left  Them  even  the  Sha* 
dow  of  a  Privilege. — It  is  indeed  fomeching  diffi¬ 
cult  to  imagine  how  the  Order  of  Democracy, 
which  is  as  much  a  Part  of  the  Conftitution  as 
Monarchy  or  Ariftocracy,  can  exift  when  the 
People  are  excluded  from  a  Share  in  the  executing, 
and  a  Share  in  the  making  of  Laws ;  but  that  is 
not  the  prefent  Cafe ;  and,  though  1  may  not  be 
able  to  anfwer  a  fpecious  Objeftion,  formed  upon 
general  Principles,  I  am  not  obliged  to  adopt  it, 
till  I  am  convinced  of  its  Solidity. 

A  little  Examination  will  find  how  unfair  and 
deceptive  the  Reprefentation  is,  that  the  Colonies 
in  North  America ,  “  Two  Millions  of  Britijh  Sub- 
cc  jefts,  an  opulent,  thriving  and  commercial 
<c  People,  contribute  to  the  national  Expence,  no 
more  than  7  or  800  /.  per  Annum  by  Taxes  railed 
“  there  for  though  it  fhould  be  acknowledged 
(which  I  neither  admit  nor  deny,  becaufe  I  do  not 
know,  nor  have  an  Opportunity  of  coming  at  the 
Faft)  that  the  Impofitions  upon  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Colonies  do  not  raife  there ,  a  greater  Sum 
than  hath  been  ftated,  it  doth  not  follow  that 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonies  are  indulged  at 
“  the  Expence  of  Great  Britain ,  and  that  the 
44  needieft  Britijh  Cottager,  who  out  of  his  fcamy 

F  “  Pit- 


•  C  34  J 

“  Pittance  hardly  earned,  pays  the  high  Duties 
“  of  Cuftoms  and  Excife  in  the  Price  of  his  Con- 
“  fumptions,  has  Reafon  to  complain,”  if  immenfe 
Sums  are  railed  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies  elfewhere. 

By  fuch  Artifices  and  Sophiftry,  is  Ignorance 
milled,  Credulity  deceived,  and  Prejudices  ex¬ 
cited.  Thus  Oppreffion  gains  the  Credit  of 
Equity,  Cruelty  pafies  for  Moderation,  and  Ty¬ 
ranny  for  Juftice  ;  and  the  Man  who  deferves - 

Reproach,  is  celebrated  by  Adulation,  and  ap¬ 
plauded  by  Delufion  for  his  Wifdom  am}  patriotic 
Virtues. 

The  Truth  is,  that  a  vaft  Revenue  arifes  to  the 
Brit  ip  Nation  from  Taxes  paid  by  the  Colonies  in 
G  reat  Britain,  and  even  the  viojl  ignorant  Britifh 
Cottager ,  not  impoled  upon  by  Infamous  Mifre- 
prefentation,  muft  perceive,  that  it  is  of  no  Con- 
fequence  to  his  Eafe  and  Relief,  whether  the  Du¬ 
ties  railed  upon  America  are  paid  there ,  and  thence 
afterwards  remitted  to  Great  Britain ,  or  paid  at 
firfe  upon  the  produce  of  the  Colonies  in  Great 
Britain. 

In  the  Article  of  Tobacco,  for  Inflance,  the 
Planter  pays  a  Tax  upon  that  Produce  of  his  Land 
and  Labour  confumed  in  Great  Britain ,  more  than 
Six  Times  the  dear  Sum  received  by  Him  for  it, 
befides  the  Expences  of  Freight,  Commiffion  and 
other  Charges,  and  double  Freight,  Commiffion 
and  Charges  upon  the  Tobacco  re-exported,  by 
which  the  Briiijh  Merchants,  Mariners  and  other 
Britip  Subjects,  are  iupported— a  Tax,  at  leaft, 
equal  to  what  is  paid  by  any  Farmer  of  Great 
Britain ,  poffefied  of  the  fame  Degree  of  Proper- 
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ty ;  and  moreover  the  Planter  muft  contribute  to 
the  Support  of  the  expen  five  internal  Government 
of  the  Colony,  in  which  Pie  *  refides. 

% 

Is  it  objeCted,  that  the  Duties  charged  upon 
Tobacco,  fall  ultimately  upon  the  Confumers  of 
this  Commodity  in  the  confequential  Price  fet 
upon  it  ?  Be  it  fo,  and  let  the  Principle  be  efta- 
blifhed  that  all  Taxes  upon  a  Commodity,  are  paid 
by  the  Confumers  of  it,  and  the  Confequence  of 
this  Principle  be  fairly  drawn,  and  equally  ap¬ 
plied. 

The  Britijh  Confumers,  therefore,  ultimately 
pay  the  high  Duties  laid  upon  Tobacco,  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  the  Quantity  of  that  Commodity  which 
They  confume — The  Colonies  therefore,  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  their  Confumption  of  Britiflj  Manufac¬ 
tures,  pay  alio  the  high  Duties  of  Cuftoms  and 
Excife,  with  which  the  Manufactures  are  charged, 
in  the  confequential  Price  fet  upon  their  Con- 
fumptions — In  their  Palfage  moreover,  from  the 
Britijh  Manufacturers  to  the  American  Importers, 
the  Commodities  go  through  a  great  many  Hands, 
by  which  their  Colts  are  enhanced;  the  Factors, 
the  Carriers,  the  Shop-keepers,  the  Merchants, 
the  Brokers,  the  Porters,  the  Watermen,  the  Ma¬ 
riners,  and  others,  have  their  refpeCtive  Profits, 
from  which  They  derive  their  Subfiltence,  and  the 
Support  of  their  Families,  and  are  enabled  to  pay 
the  high  Duties  of  Cuftoms  and  Excife,  in  the 
Price  of  their  *  Confumptions. 

The  Policy  of  the  late  Regulations  of  t lie  Co¬ 
lonies  is  of  the  fame  Character  with  their  Juftice 


*  See  the  Appendix* 
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and  Lenity,  The  Produce  of  their  Lands,  the 

Latnmgs  of  their  Induftry,  and  the  Gains  of  theif 

Commerce  centre  in  Great  Britain,  fupport  the 

Artificers,  the  Manufactories,  and  Navigation  of 

tie  Nation,  and  with  Them  the  Britijh  Land- 
holders  too. 

Great  Britain  had  ALL  before,  and  therefore 
can  lave  no  more  from  the  Colonies;  but  the 
tc  ™Ler>  ln  d]e  purfuit  of  a  “  well-digefted,  con- 
wife  and  falutary  Plan  of  Colonization 

p*  Government’  a  ^an  founded  upon  the 
nnciples  of  Policy,  Commerce  and  Finance,” 
chuffs  ^*o  demonfh  at  one  Plow,  all  their  Privi¬ 
leges  as  they  have  underftood  Them,  that  he  may 

I  aile  \n  America^  a  Part  of  what  was  before  paid  in 
(n  eat  nr i tain.  But  if  the  Execution  of  it,  inftead 
ot  improving  the  Advantages  already  poffefled, 
confirming  the  Bleflings  already  enjoyed,  and  pro¬ 
moting  the  public  Welfare,  ihould  happen  to  dT 

II  mis  the  Trade,  reduce  the  Navigation,  impove- 
rhn  the  Manufacturers,  and  diminiili  the  Value 
of  tne  Lands  in  Great  Britain  ;  fliould  it  drive  the 
hritijh  Mechanics  and  Manufacturers  to  America , 
oy  depriving  I  hem  of  their  belt  Cuftomers  at 
Home,  and  force  tne  Colonies  upon  Manufactures 
they  are  dilabled  from  purchafing,  other  Topics 
of  Eulogy  muft  be  difeovered  by  his  ingenious 
Encomiafts,  than  his  Wifdom  or  his  political  At- 
chievements.  Upon  fuch  an  Event,  an  American 
will  have  very  little  Reafon  to  exclaim 

>)!  me  infelieem ,  qui  nunc  demum  intclliga 

lit  ilia  mihi  profuerint  qu<e  defpexer&m , 

qu,€  iaudarum,  quantum  Luftus  halucrint ! 
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The  Right  of  Exemption  from  all  Taxes  with¬ 
out  their  Confent ,  the  Colonies  claim  as  Britijh  Sub¬ 
jects.  They  derive  this  Right  from  the  common 
Law,  which  their  Charters  have  declared  and 
confirmed,  and  They  conceive  that  when  (tripped 
of  this  Right,  whether  by  Prerogative  or  by  any* 
other  Power,  they  are  at  the  fame  Time  deprived 
of  every  Privilege  diftinguifhing  Free-Men  from 
Slaves. 

On  the  other  Hand,  They  acknowledge  Them- 
felves  to  be  fubordinate  to  the  Mother  Country, 
and  that  the  Authority  velted  in  the  fupreme 
Council  of  the  Nation,  may  be  juftly  exercifed  to 

fupport  and  preferve  that  Subordination. 

< 

Great  and  juft  Encomiums  have  been  bellowed 
upon  the  Conftitution  of  England ,  and  their  Re- 
prefentative  is  delervedly  the  Favourite  of  the  In¬ 
habitants  in  Britain .  But  it  is  not  becaufe  the 
fupreme  Council  is  called  Parliament ,  that  They 
boaft  of  their  Conftitution  of  Government-,  for 
there  is  no  particular  magical  Influence  from  the 
Combination  of  the  Letters  which  form  the  Word-, 
it  is  becaufe  They  have  a  Share  in  that  Council, 
that  They  appoint  the  Members  who  conftiture 
one  Branch  of  it,  whole  Duty  and  Intereft  it  is  to 
confult  their  Benefit,  and  to  afifert  their  Rights, 
and  who  are  veiled  with  an  Authority,  to  prevent 
any  Meafures  taking  E fifed  dangerous  to  their  Li¬ 
berties,  or  injurious  to  their  Properties. 

But  the  Inhabitants  in  the  Colonies  have  no 
Share  in  this  great  Council.  None  of  the  Mem¬ 
bers  of  it  are,  or  can  be  of  their  Appointment, 
or  in  any  Refped  dependant  upon  Them.  1l  here 
is  no  immediate  Connexion;  on  the  contrary. 
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there  may  be  an  Oppofition  of  Intereft;  how 
puerile  then  is  the  Declamation,  “  what  will  be- 
“  come  of  the  Colonies  Birthright,  and  the  glo- 
“  rious  Securities  which  their  Forefathers  handed 
“  down  to  Them,  if  the  Authority  of  the  Britijh 
“  Parliament  to  impofe  Taxes  upon  Them  (hould 
“  be  given  up?  To  deny  the  Authority  of  the 
(<  Britijh  Legiflature,  is  to  furrender  all  Claim  to 
“  a  Share  in  its  Councils,  and  if  this  were  the 
“  Tenor  of  their  Charters,  a  Grant  more  infidi- 
“  ons  or  replete  with  Mifchief,  could  not  be 
“  imagined,  a  Forfeiture  of  their  Rights  would 
“  be  couched  under  the  Appearance  of  Privi- 
“  lege,  &c." 

We  claim  an  Exemption  from  all  Parliamentary 
Impofitions,  that  We  may  enjoy  thofe  Securities 
of  our  Rights  and  Properties,  which  We  are  en¬ 
titled  to  by  the  Conftitution.  For  thofe  Securities 
are  derived  to  the  Subject  from  the  Principle  that 
he  is  not  to  be  taxed  without  his  own  Confent ,  and  an 
Inhabitant  in  America  can  give  his  Confent  in  no 
other  Manner  than  in  Aflembly.  It  is  in  the 
Councils  that  exift  there,  and  there  only ,  that  he 
hath  a  Share,  and  whilft  He  enjoys  it,  his  Rights 
and  Privileges  are  as  well  fecured  as  any  Ele&or’s 
in  England ,  who  hath  a  Share  in  the  national 
Councils  there ;  for  the  Words  Parliament  and 
AJfembly  are,  in  this  Refpeft,  only  different  Terms 
.to  exprefs  the  fame  Thing. 

But  it  is  argued,  that  “  if  the  Common  Law 
“  of  England  is  to  be  brought,  as  juftifying  a 
Claim  of  Exemption  in  any  Subject  of  Great 
Britain  from  a  Parliamentary  Tax,  it  will  plead 
“  againft  a  Tax  impofed  by  a  provincial  Afiem- 
bly  •,  for  as  all  the  Colony  Affemblies  derive 

“  their 
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their  Authority  from  the  meer  Grant  of  the 
c<  Crown  only,  it  might  be  urged  that  any  Tax 
<c  impofed  by  Them,  is  impofed  by  Authority  of 
“  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  not  by  full 
“  Conlent  of  Parliament.  That  if  this  Right  in 
u  the  Crown  is  acknowledged  to  exempt  the  Sub- 
4  4  ject  from  the  Jurifdi&ion  of  Parliament  in  the 
cc  Cafe  of  Taxation,  its  Power  to  difpenfe  with 
“  A£ts  of  Parliament,  or  to  deprive  the  fame 
44  Subject  of  the  Benefit  of  the  common  Law, 
44  cannot  be  denied.” 

*  V 

One  would  be  inclined  to  fufpeft  that  it  is  fup- 
pofed,  fomething  eUe  than  Reafon  may  on  this 

Occafion  conduce  to  Perfuafion* 

•  •,  -  %  * 

The  Englijh  Subjects,  who  left  their  native 
Country  to  fettle  in  the  Wildernefs  of  America , 
had  the  Privileges  ot  other  Englijhmen.  They 
knew  their  Value,  and  were  defirous  of  having 
Them  perpetuated  to  their  Pofierity.  They  were 
aware  that,  as  their  Confent  whilft  They  fhould 
refide  in  America ,  could  neither  be  afked  nor  re¬ 
gularly  given  in  the  national  Legifiature,  and  that 
if  They  were  to  be  bound  by  Laws  without  Re- 
ftridtion,  affedling  the  Property  they  fhould  earn 
by  the  utmoft  Hazard  and  Fatigue,  They  would 
lofe  every  other  Privilege  which  they  had  enjoyed 
in  their  native  Country,  and  become  meer  Tenants 
at  Will  dependant  upon  the  Moderation  of  their 
Lords  and  Mafters,  without  any  other  Security — 
That  as  their  Settlement  was  to  be  made  under 
the  Protedtion  of  the  Englijh  Government,  They 
knew,  that  in  Confequence  of  their  Relation  to 
the  Mother-Country,  They  and  their  Pofterity 
y/ould  be  fubordinate  to  the  fupreme  national 

Council, 
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Council,  and  expected  that  Obedience  and  Pro¬ 
tection  would  be  confidered  as  reciprocal  Duties. 

Confidering  Themfelves,  and  being  confidered 
in  this  Light,  They  entered  into  a  CompaCt  with 
the  Crown,  the  Bafis  of  which  was.  That  their 
Privileges  as  Englifh  Subjects ,  Jhould  be  effectually 
fecured  to  Themfelves ,  and  tranfmitted  to  their  Pofle- 
nty.  And  as  for  this  Purpofe,  precife  Declarations 
and  Proyitions  formed  upon  the  Principles,  and 
according  to  the  Spirit  of  the  Englifh  Conftitution 
were  neceffary  ;  CHARTERS  were  accordingly 
framed  and  conferred  by  the  Crown,  and  accepted 
by  the  Settlers,  by  which  all  the  Doubts  and  In¬ 
conveniences  which  might  have  arifen  from  the 
Application  of  general  Principles  to  a  new  Sub¬ 
ject,  were  prevented. 

By  thefe  Charters,  founded  upon  the  unalien¬ 
able  Rights  of  the  Subject,  and  upon  the  moft 
facred  Compact,  the  Colonies  claim  a  Right  of 
Exemption  from  Taxes  not  impofed  with  their  Con - 
fent.— They  claim  it  upon  the  Principles  of  the 
Conftitution,  as  once  Englifh ,  and  now  Britiflo  Sub- 
je&'s,  upon  Principles  on  which  their  Compact 
with  the  Crown  was  originally  founded. 

The  Origin  of  other  Governments  is  covered  by 
the  Veil  of  Antiquity,  and  is  differently  traced  by 
the  Fancies  of  different  Men ;  but,  of  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  the  Evidence  of  it  is  as  clear  and  unequivo¬ 
cal  as  of  any  other  Fa£t. 

By  thefe  declaratory  Charters  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Colonies  claim  an  Exemption  from  all  Taxes 
not  impofed  by  their  own  Content,  and  to  infer 

from 
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from  their  Objection  to  a  Taxation,  to  which  their 
Confent  is  not,  nor  can  be  given,  that  They  arc 
fetting  up  a  Right  in  the  Crown  to  difpenfe  with  Acts 
of  Parliament ,  and  to  deprive  the  Britifh  Subjects  in 
America  of  the  Benefits  of  the  commoyi  Law,  is  fo  ex¬ 
tremely  abfurd,  that  I  fhould  be  at  a  Lofs  to  ac¬ 
count  for  the  Appearance  of  fo  ftrange  an  Argu¬ 
ment,  were  I  not  apprized  of  the  unworthy  Arts 
employed  by  the  Enemies  of  the  Colonies  to  ex¬ 
cite  llrong  Prejudices  againft  Them  in  the  Minds 
of  their  Brethren  at  Home,  and  what  grofs  In¬ 
congruities  prejudiced  Men  are  wont  to  adopt. 

Though  i  am  perfuaded  that  this  Reafoning  hath 
already  been  fufficiently  refuted,  and  that  no  fen- 
fible  and  difpaffionate  Man  can  perceive  any  Force 
in  it,  yet  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that  it  is 
grounded  upon  a  Principle,  which,  if  it  were  pof- 
fible  for  the  Examiner  to  eitablifh  it,  would  en¬ 
title  him  to  the  Applaufe  of  the  Inhabitants  in 
Great  Britain ,  as  little  as  to  the  Thanks  of  the 
Colonies. 

%  From  what  Source  do  the  Peers  of  England  de¬ 
rive  their  Dignity,  and  the  Share  They  have  in 
the  Britifj  Legijlature?  Are  there  no  Places  in 
England  that  derive  their  Power  of  chufing  Mem¬ 
bers  of  Parliament  from  royal  Charters?  Will 
this  Yv  riter  argue,  that  the  Crown  may,  by  Pre¬ 
rogative,  tax  the  Inhabitants  of  Great-Britain , 
becaufe  the  Peers  of  England ,  and  fome  Repre- 
fcntatives  of  the  People,  exercife  a  legiflative  Au¬ 
thority  under  royal  Patents  and  Charters  ?  It 
niuft  be  admitted  that  all  the  Members  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  are  freely  chofen  by  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  are  not  afterwards  fubjedt  to  any  Influ¬ 
ence  of  the  Crown  or  the  Miniltry  :  And  are  not 
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the  Members  of  the  lower  Houfes  of  A  (Terribly  as 
freely  choien  alio  by  the  People  ;  and,  in  F  act,  as 
independent  as  the  Members  of  the  FFotiie  or 
Commons  ?  If  the  Truth  were  confeiTed,  the 
Objection  would  not  be,  that  the  Colonies  are  too 
dependent  upon  the  Crown,  or  that  their  Claim  or 
Exemption  from  all  Taxes  not  impofed  by  their 
own  Confent,  is  founded  upon  a  Principle  leading  to 
Slavery.  At  one  Time,  the  North  Americans  aie 
called  Republicans ;  at  another,  the  JJfertors  of 
Defpotifm.  What  a  ftrange  Animal  mult  a  North 
American  appear  to  be  from  thefe  Representations 
to  the  Generality  of  Englifh  Readers,  who  have 
never  had  an  Opportunity  to  admit  e,  that  lie 
may  be  neither  black,  nor  tawny,  may  fpeak  the 
Englifh  Language,  and,  in  other  Reipects,  feem, 
for  all  the  World,  like  one  of  Them  ! 

„  «  The  common  Law,  the  great  Charter,  the 
“  Bill  of  Rights,”  are  fo  far  from  “  declaring, 
“  with  one  Voice,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Co- 
“  lonies  (hall  be  taxed  by  no  other  Authority  than 
“  that  of  the  Britijh  Parliament that  They 
prove  the  contrary;  for  the  Principle  of  the  com¬ 
mon  Law  is,  that  no  Part  of  their  Property  pall  he 
drawn  from  Britifk  Subjects ,  without  their  Confent , 
<xiven  by  thofe  whom  Phey  depute  to  reprefent  Them  ; 
and  this  Principle  is  enforced  by  the  Declaiation 
of  the  GREAT  CHARTER,  and  the  Bill  of 
Rights  •,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  introducing 
any  new  Privilege.  In  Great-Britain,  the  Confent 
of'  the  People  is  given  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  : 
and,  as  Money  had  been  levied  there  for  the  Ufe 
of  the  Crown,  by  Pretence  of  Prerogative ,  without 
their  Confent ,  it  was  properly  declared  at  the  Re¬ 
volution,  in  Support  of  the  Conftitution,  and  in 
Vindication  of  the  People’s  Rights ;  that  the  levy- 


ip 


[  43  ] 

ing  of  Money,  by  Pretence  of  Prerogative^  without: 
Grant  of  Parliament,  i.  e.  without  their  Confent 
who  are  to  pay  it,  is  illegal,  which  Declaration 
was  moft  fuitable  to  the  Occafion,  and  effectually 
eftablifhes  the  very  Principle  contended  for  by  the 
Colonies, 

The  Word  Parliament ,  having  been  made  ufe 
of,  the  Letter  of  the  Declaration  is  adhered  to, 
and  the  Confequence  drawn,  that  no  Britifh  Sub¬ 
ject  can  be  legally  taxed,  but  by  the  Authority  of 
the  Brit  if j  Parliament ,  againft  the  Spirit  and  Prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  Declaration,  which  was  aimed  only 
to  check  and  reftrain  the  Prerogative ,  and  to  efta- 
blifn  the  Neceffity  of  obtaining  the  Confent  of-thofe 
on  whom  Taxes  were  to  be  levied.  Is  not  this 
a  new  Kind  of  Logic,  to  infer  from  Declarations 
and  Claims,  founded  upon  the  neceffary  and  effen- 
tial  Principle  of  a  free  Government,  that  the  Peo¬ 
ple  ought  not  to  be  taxed  without  their  Confent, 
that  therefore  the  Colonies  ought  to  be  taxed  by 
an  Authority,  in  which  their  Confent  is  not,  nor 
can  be  concerned  j  or,  in  other  Words,  to  draw 
an  Inference  from  a  Declaration  or  Claim  of  Pri¬ 
vilege,  fubverfive  of  the  very  Principle  upon 
which  the  Privilege  is  founded  ?  How  aukward- 
ly  are  the  Principles  of  the  Revolution  applied  by 
fome  Men  !  What  Aftonifhment  would  the  Pro¬ 
moters  of  that  glorious  Meafure,  thole  Patrons 
and  Friends  of  Liberty,  did  They  now  tread  the 
Stage  of  this  World,  exprefs,  that  a  Word ,  by 
which  They  meant  to  affert  the  Privileges  of  the 
Subject,  and  reftrain  defpotic  Power,  flhould  be 
relied  upon  to  demolifh  the  very  Principle  by  which 
Themfelves  were  animated,  and  after  all  their 
Pains  and  Hazards  to  eftablifh  the  generous  Sen¬ 
timents  of  Liberty,  that  thofe  who  feel  and  enjoy 
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the  Bleffings  of  their  fuccefsful  Struggles,  fhould 
not  be  able  to  raife  a  Thought  beyond  the  Ideas 
affixed  to  fyftematic  Terms. 

It  was  declared  alfo  by  the  Bill  of  Rights ,  that 
the  Elections  of  Members  of  Parliament  ought  to 
be  free,  and  the  common  Law  laid  down  the  fame 
Rule  before,  which  is  as  applicable  to  the  Election 
of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Colonies,  as  of  the 
Commons  ot  Great  Britain .  But  with  the  Help 
of  the  Examiner’s  Logic,  it  might  be  proved  from 
the  Letter  of  the  Bill  of  Rights ,  that  the  Eledhons 
only  of  Members  of  Parliament  ought  to  be  free  ; 
for  the  Freedom  exprelfed  in  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
is  as  much  attached  to  Elections  of  Members  of 
Parliament,  as  the  Authority  to  grant  Money  is  to 
the  Britidi  Parliament ,  and  if  the  Declaration  in 
the  one  Cafe  implies  a  Negative,  there  is  the  like 
Implication  in  the  other.  If,  moreover,  the  com¬ 
mon  Law,  the  great  Charter,  and  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  do  really,  as  the  Examiner  afferts,  with 
one  Voice  declare,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies  ought  to  be  taxed  only  by  the  Britifh  Parlia¬ 
ment,  it  is  not  confident  with  that  Character  of 
Vigilance,  and  Jealouly  of  their  Power,  common¬ 
ly  "aferibed  to  the  Britifh  Parliament ,  that,  from 
their  firft  regular  Settlement  to  the  Reign  of 
George  III,  the  American  Aflemblies  fhould  not  only 
have  been  differed,  without  any  Animadverfion, 
without  one  Refolve,  or  even  a  Engle  Motion  to 
redrain  Them,  to  encroach  upon  the  Jurifdidtion 
and  Authority  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  *,  but  that 
the  Parliament  fhould  never  before  the  late  Stamp 
in  one  Indance,  have  impofed  an  internal 
Tax  upon  the  Colonies  for  the  /ingle  Purpofe  of 
Revenue ,  and  that,  even  when  Adis  of  AiTembly 
pafled  in  Confequence  of  Miniderial  inforced  by 
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royal  Requifitions  have  been  laid  before  Them, 
They  fhould  be  fo  far  from  objecting  to  their  Va¬ 
lidity,  as  actually  to  recognize  the  Authority  of 
the  provincial  Legiflatures,  and  upon  that  Foun- 
dation  fuperftrud  their  own  Refolves  and  Acts. 

But  though  it  hath  been  admitted,  that  the 
Stamp-Aft  is  the  firft  Statute  that  hath  impoled  an 
internal  Tax  upon  the  Colonies  for  the  Jingle  Pur - 
pofe  of  Revenue ,  yet  the  Advocates  for  that  Law 
contend,  that  there  are  many  Inftances  of  the 
Parliament’s  exercifing  a  fupreme  legislative  Au¬ 
thority  over  the  Colonies,  and  actually  impofino- 
internal  Paxes  upon  their  Properties — that  the 
Duties  upon  any  Exports  or  Imports  are  internal 
Taxes — That  an  Impoft  on  a  foreign  Commodity 
is  as  much  an  internal  Tax,  as  a  Duty  upon  any 
Production  of  the  Plantations — That  no  Distinc¬ 
tion  can  be  fupported  between  one  Kind  of  Tax 
and  another,  an  Authority  to  impofe  the  one  ex¬ 
tending  to  the  other. 

If  thefe  Things  are  really  as  reprefented  by  the 
Advocates  for  the  Stamp  Ad,  why  did  *  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  make  it  a  Question  for 

the 


*  I  have  prefumed  to  mention  this  Fad  upon  the  Authority 
of  private  Intelligence,  as  well  as  the  News  Pipers,  and  other 
Publications;  and  though  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is 
not  named,  yet  the  Fad  feems  in  general  to  be  referred  to  in 
the  Poftfcript  to  the  excellent  Letter  co  ceming  Libels ,  Warrants, 
Seizure  of  Papers,  and  Security  of  the  Peace ,  Sec.  in  the  following 
Words:  “  Otherwife  ( i.  e .  if  it  were  not  right  for  the  Par- 
“  liament  to  refolve  general  Warrants  to  be  illegal)  let  me  afk 
ic  how  that  momentous  Refolution  touching  an  Enftifo  Pari ia- 
“  mem’s  Right  of  taxing  the  Colonies  could  be  juilified  ?  Ft 
€t  was  an  independent  fubilantive  Refolution,  followed  bv  No- 
Cl  thing,  ( i .  e .  that  Seflion)  and  yet  was  a  Refolution  not  only 

“  of 


the  Confideration  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
whether  the  Parliament  could  impofe  an  internal 
Tax  in  the  Colonies  or  not,  for  the  Jingle  Purpofe 
cf  Revenue  ? 

It  appears  to  me,  that  there  is  a  clear  and  ne- 
ceffary  Dirt  motion  between  an  Aft  impofmg  a  Tax 
for  the  ftngle  Purpofe  of  Revenue ,  and  thofe  Acts 
which  have  been  made  for  the  Regulation  of 
Trade,  and  have  produced  fome  Revenue  in  Con - 
fequencc  of  their  Effect  and  Operation  as  Regulations 
'of  Trade. 

I  * 

The  Colonies  claim  the  Privileges  of  Brit  iff 
Subjects— It  has  been  proved  to  be  inconfiftent 
with  thofe  Privileges,  to  tax  Them  without  their 
own  Confent ,  and  it  hath  been  demonftrated  that  a 
Tax  impofed  by  Parliament,  is  a  Tax  without 
their  Confent. 

The  Subordination  of  the  Colonies,  and  the  Au¬ 
thority  of  the  Parliament  to  preferve  it,  have  been 
fully  acknowledged.  Not  only  the  Welfare,  but 
perhaps  the  Exiftence  of  the  Mother  Country,  as 
an  independent  Kingdom,  may  depend  upon  her 
Trade  and  Navigation,  and  thefe  fo  far  upon  her 
Intercourfe  with  the  Colonies,  that  if  this  fhould 

«  of  extreme  Magnitude,  but  of  the  moll  gfveral  and  higheft 
«  boat  Nature,  involving  in  it  a  Decifion  ol  the  fir/i  ard  nr  ft 
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be  negledted,  there  would  foon  be  an  End  to  that 
Commerce,  whence  her  greateft  Wealth  is  derived, 
and  upon  which  her  maritime  Power  is  princi¬ 
pally  founded.  From  thefe  Confiderations,  the 
Right  of  the  Britijh  Parliament  to  regulate  the 
Trade  of  the  Colonies,  may  be  juflly  deduced; 
a  Denial  of  it  would  contradict  the  Ad  million  of 
the  Subordination,  and  of  the  Authority  to  pre- 
ferve  it,  refulting  from  the  Nature  of  the  Relation 
between  the  Mother  Country  and  her  Colonies.  It 
is  a  common,  and  frequently  the  molt  pfoper  Me¬ 
thod  to  regulate  Trade  by  Duties  on  Imports  and 
Exports.  The  Authority  of  the  Mother  Country 
to  regulate  the  Trade  of  the  Colonies,  being  un- 
queftionable,  what  Regulations  are  the  molt  proper, 
are  to  be  of  Courfe  fubmitted  to  the  Determina¬ 
tion  of  the  Parliament ;  and  if  an  incidental  Re¬ 
venue  fhould  be  produced  by  fuch  Regulations, 
thefe  are  not  therefore  unwarrantable. 

A  Right  to  impofe  an  internal  Tax  on  the  Co¬ 
lonies,  with  their  Conlent,  for  the  fingle  Purpofe 
cf  Revenue ,  is  denied;  a  Right  to  regulate  their 
Trade  without  their  Confent  is  admitted.  The 
Impofition  of  a  Duty  may,  in  fome  Inftances, 
be  the  proper  Regulation.  If  the  Claims  of  the 
Mother  Country  and  the  Colonies  fhould  feern  on 
iuch  an  Occafion  to  interfere,  and  the  Point  of 
Right  to  be  doubtful,  (which  I  take  to  be  other- 
wife)  it  is  eafy  to  guefs  that  the  Determination  will 
be  on  the  Side  of  Power,  and  that  the  Inferior 
will  be  conftrained  to  fubmit  *. 


*  In  the  Reign  of  our  great  Deliverer,  when  the  Engl'Jb  and 
the  Dutch  were  at  War  with  Fran  e,  They  joined  in  pre\enting 
the  Northern  Power*  from  carrying  on  a  Trade  with  the  Ene 


The  Writer  on  the  Regulations  lately  made 
with  Refpedt  to  the  Colonies,  who  is  faid  to  have 
been  well  informed ,  afferts  a  Fact,  which  indffput- 
ably  proves,  that  the  Impofitions  mentioned,  were 
only  Regulations  of  Trade,  and  can,  with  no  kind 
of  Propriety,  be  confidered  in  any  other  Light. 
The  Fact  he  afferts,  is,  that  “  the  whole  Remit- 
cc  tance  from  all  the  Taxes  in  the  Colonies,  at  an 
tc  Average  of  Thirty  Years,  has  not  amounted  to 
cc  1900  /.  a  Year,  and  in  that  Sum,  7  or  800  /. 
“  per  Annum  only,  have  been  remitted  from  North - 
iC  America  ;  and  that  the  Eftablifhment  of  Officers, 
“  neceffary  to  colled  that  Revenue,  amounts  to 
“  7600  /.  per  Annum  A 

It  would  be  ridiculous  indeed  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  Parliament  would  raife  a  Revenue  by 
Taxes  in  the  Colonies  to  defray  Part  of  the  natio¬ 
nal  Expence,  the  Colledionof  which  Taxes  would 
increafe  that  Expence  to  a  Sum  more  than  three 
Times  the  Amount  of  the  Revenue  ;  but,  the 
Impofitions  being  confidered  in  their  true  Light, 
as  Regulations  of  Trade,  the  Expence  arifing 
from  an  Eftablifhment  neceffary  to  carry^  Them 
into  Execution,  is  fo  far  from  being  ridiculous, 
that  it  may  be  wifely  incurred. 

The  Author  of  the  Claim  of  the  Colonies,  CY. 
gives  (as  hath  been  obferved)  the  Epithets  of  un- 

jny.  M.  Groning  having  formed  a  Defign,  to  prove  the  Right 
of  the  Northern  PowersYo  a  free  Trade  and  Navigation,  com¬ 
municated  his  Plan  to  and  defired  the  Opinion  of  Baron  /  vffen- 
dorjf  upon  it,  who  obferved  that  as  the  Queition  had  not  been 
fettled  upon  clear  and  undeniable  Principles,  and  there  was  a 
Mixture  of  Faft  and  Right,  the  Confederates  might  contend 
that  They  have  a  Plight  to  diftrefs  the  Enemy,  and,  as  the  Means 
to  attain  that  Purpofe,  to  rellrain  the  Trade  of  the  Northern 
Powers,  an  Argument  that  with  fuperior  Force  would  be  con¬ 
duit  ve.  .  „ 
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juft  and  partial,  to  a  Tax  which  fhould  be  impofed 
upon  the  Non-tde&ors,  only  in  Britain  ;  and,  in 
that  very  inftance,  proves,  that  a  Tax  upon  the 
Non-Electors  in  the  Colonies,  is  more  unjuft  and 
partial,  and  yet  undertakes  to  defend  the  Juftice 
of  it  ;  and  the  Writer  on  the  Regulations  of  the 
Colonies  declares,  that  it  is  in  vain  to  call  the  A&s 
He  has  cited  as  Precedents,  by  the  Name  of  mere 
Regulations,  notwithftanding  He  hath  irrefragably 
proved,  that  They  are  ridiculous,  if  confidered  in 
any  other  Light.  (See  The  Regulations  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies ,  &c.  *  pag.  105 — 57,  and  The  Claim  of  the 
Colonies ,  &c.  pag.  28,  29,  30.) 

•  Though  I  conceive  that  the  Diftin&ion  which 
hath  been  fuggefted,  is  lufficiently  evident,  and 
that  the  Argument  from  Precedents  hath  been  re- 
futed,  yet,  as  there  have  been  two  or  three  In¬ 
stances  particularly  enforced  and  relied  upon,  I 
muft  beg  the  Reader’s  Patience  whilft  I  examine 
Them  feparately,  without  undertaking  the  Talk 
to  remove  every  Incongruity  to  be  found  in  the 
Writings  of  the  Enemies  of  America  on  this  Oc- 
cafion  ^  for  it  would  require  an  Hercules  to  cleanfe 
the  Stable. 

The  5th  Geo .  II.  it  is  alledged,  cc  abrogates  fo 
<c  much  of  the  Common  Law  as  relates  to  Def cents 
<c  of  Freeholds  in  America,  takes  from  the  Son  the 
“  Right  of  Inheritance  in  the  Lands  the  Crown  had 
“  granted  to  the  Father ,  and  his  Heirs  in  abfolutc 

#  A  grave  Anfvver  to  a  little  pert  Pamphlet,  called  the  Objec¬ 
tions  ti  the  l  axation,  &c,  would  be  too  ludicrous  When  the 
Author  taiks  of  Orders  to  be  obferved  under  Pains  and  Penal¬ 
ties,  he  ufes  the  awful  Style  of  a  L - - — d  of  T - ;  but 

it  was  too  contained  for  him  to  fupport,  and  he  therefore  very 
naturally  relapfcd  into  the  Lhara&cr  of  a  Jack-Pudding.  He 
had  very  little  Realon  to  apprehend  that  Locke ,  Sidney,  or  §cldcn9 
would  be  called  upon  to  pull  off  his — Cap. 

El  (C  Fee, 
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“  Fee,  makes  them  Affets,  and  applies  Them  to 
“  the  Payment  of  Debts  and  Accounts  contracted 
“  by  the  Father  without  the  Participation  of  the 
“  Son  •,  it  fets  ajide  the  Sort  of  Evidence  required 
«  by  the  Common  Law,  and  eftablifhed  by  every 
“  Court  of  Juftice  in  America,  in  Proof  of  a  Debt, 

«  and  enjoins  the  Adrniflion  of  an  ex  Parte  Affi- 
“  davit.  The  Power  of  Parliament  having  been 
“  exercifed  to  take  away  the  Lands  of  the  People  in 
«  America,  the  moil  facred  Part  of  any  Man’s 
«  Property,  and  difpofmg  of  Them  for  the  Ufe  of 
“  private  Perfons  Inhabitants  of  Great-Britain,  who 
“  can  queftion,”  fays  the  Examiner,  “  the  Parlia- 
“  ment’s  Right  to  take  away  a  fmall  Part  of  the 
«  products  of  thofe  Lands,  and  apply  it- to  the 
“  public  Service  ?” 

Ids  very  obfervable,  that  in  applying  this  Statute, 
a  Language  is  made  ufe  of,  which  gives  the  Idea 
of  Violence  ;  and  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  great 
Aggravation  of  Eeatures,  and  itrong  Colouring, 
were  neceffary,  to  make  it  in  any  Degree  refemble 
the  Impofitions  of  the  Stamp- Adi. 

It  would  be  ufclefs,  as  well  as  teclious,  to  point 
out  every  Mifreprefentation  in  this  Application, 
fmce  that  it  will  be  effectually  done,  by  briefly 
{hewing  the  EffeCt  of  the  5th  Geo.  II.  and  fug- 
gefting  the  Occafion  of  making  that  Statute. 

Lands,  Negroes,  &c.  in  the  Plantations,  are 
made  Affets  for  the  Satisfaction  of  all  Debts  owing 
to  his  Majefty,  or  any  of  his  Subjects,  in  like  Man¬ 
ner  as  Real  Eftates  are,  by  the  Law  of  England 

liable  to  the  Satisfaftion  of  Debts  due  by  Spe, 

* 

Ciftlt y .  jr 
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If  the  Creditor  refides  in  Great-Britain ,  the  Af¬ 
fidavits  of  his  Witneffes  taken  there,  are  to  be 
allowed  as  Evidence,  and  to  have  the  fame  Force 
their  Teftimony  would  have,  if  given,  viva  Vocey 
in  open  Court* 

The  Evidence  mentioned  in  the  Statute,  pre¬ 
vailed  in  moft,  if  not  all  the  Colonies,  before  the 
Statute,  and  Lands  were  alfo  liable  to  the  Satis¬ 
faction  of  all  Debts  in  moft  Inftances,  by  the  Me¬ 
thod  pradifed  alfo  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  in 
England ,  of  marfhalling  Afiets.  In  fome  of  the 
Colonies,  without  this  Circuity,  Lands  were  im¬ 
mediately  liable  to  fimple  Contrad  Debts. 

Independent  of  the  Statute,  when  the  Creditor 
obtains  a J udgment  againft  his  Debtor,  all  his  Lands, 
fSc.  over  which  he  has  a  difpofing  Power,  are  liable, 
and,  fince  the  Statute,  only  fuch  Lands,  are 
Afiets,  as  the  Debtor  had  a  Power  to  difpofe  of. 
It  appears  then,  that  all  the  Effed  of  the  Statute 
on  this  Head,  is  to  fubjed  Real  Eftates  to  the  Pay¬ 
ment  of  Debts  after  the  Death  of  the  Debtor,  (for 
the  moft  Part,  the  Cafe  before  the  Statute)  which 
.might  have  been  made  Subjed  before  his  Death. 

In  many  of  the  Colonies,  the  provincial  Credi¬ 
tors  of  the  deceafed  Debtors,  were  preferred  to  the 
Britifh ,  in  the  fame  Degree,  by  Ads  of  Aflembly 
which  carried  the  Appearance  of  Partiality*,  tho* 
in  Fad,  the  Effed  of  the  Laws  of  England  gave 
rife  to  Them  \  for,  upon  Bankruptcies  in  Great - 
Britain ,  the  Steps  required  by  the  Statutes  to  en¬ 
title  Creditors  to  a  Satisfadion,  effedually  exclude 
Colony  Creditors  in  moft  Cafes,  and  their  Distance, 
when  their  Debtors  die  in  Great-Britain ,  where  Co¬ 
lony  Creditors  have  not  Handing  Agents  as  the 

H  2  Merchants 
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Merchants  have  in  the  Plantations,  and  there  hap¬ 
pens  a  Deficiency  of  Aflets,  fhuts  them  out  like- 
wile  from  all  Chance  of  Satisfaftion  in  the  ufual 
Scramble  among  Creditors  for  the  Debtor’s  Eftate 
on  fuch  Events. 

\ 

In  forne  of  the  Colonies  They  changed,  by  Afts 
of  Afifembly,  certain  Species  of  perfonal  Property, 
e.  g.  Negroes,  into  the  Nature  of  real  Eftates,  by 
making  Them  ddfcendible  ;  and,  by  this  Altera¬ 
tion  of  the  Common  Law,  and  Confufion  of  the 
former  Diftinftion  of  Property,  very  confiderably 
diminifhed  the  perfonal  Fund,  liable  to  all  Debts. 

As  thefe  Circumftances  were  reprefented  and 
believed  to  be  great  Difcouragements  to  the  Trade 
of  the  Mother  Country,  after  repeated  Requifitions 
to  provide  a  Remedy  in  the  Colonies,  in  which  the 
Grievance  was  mod  fenfibly  felt,  had  been  difre- 
garded,  the  Statute  was  finally  made. 

This  was,  without  Doubt,  a  Subject  upon  which 
the  Superintendence  of  the  Mother-Country  might 
be  juftly  exercifed  ;  it  being  relative  to  her  Trade 
and  Navigation,  upon  which  her  Wealth  and  her 
Power  depend,  and  the  Prelervation  of  her  Superi¬ 
ority,  and  the  Subordination  of  the  Colonies,  are 
fecured,  and  therefore  is  comprehended  in  the 
Diftin&ion. 


After  citing,  and  applying  this  Statute,  the  Ex¬ 
aminer  takes  Occafion  to  infult  a  Gentleman  ot  a 
Fnoft  amiable  and  refpedtable  Charafter,  becaufe 
'he  prefumed,  it  feems,  to  queftion  the  Univerfality 
of  Parliamentary  Power,  and  appears  to  be  fo 
totally  occupied  in  the  Bufinefs  of  Defamation,  as 

not  to  be  aware  of  his  running  into  the  mod  egre¬ 
gious 
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gious  Inconfiftencies.  If  the  Examiner  is  a  Law¬ 
yer,  he  has  betrayed  the  moil  Ihameful  Ignorance; 
if  an  Agent,  the  mod  infamous  Unfaithfulnefs. 
Had  the  American  Chief  Juflice  a  died  in  England, 
as  too  many  of  his  Countrymen  have  done — Had 
He  paid  his  Court  to  Power,  by  mean  Compli¬ 
ances,  and  endeavoured  to  recommend  himfelf,  by 
inventing  Accufations  againft  the  Colonies,  by  re- 
prelenting  the  Inhabitants  in  Them,  as  a  refrac¬ 
tory,  dilloyai,  and  rebellious  People,  and  by  pro- 
poling  Schemes  for  their  Depreflion— Had  he  not 
firmly  maintained  his  Character  of  Honour  and 
Probity,  we  lhould  not  have  i'een  this  Impeach¬ 
ment  of  his  Underftanding  ;  but  he  left  the  Talk 
of  Proftitution  to  the  Man  of  fordid  Views, 

Ilk  fuperbos  Aditus  Regum, 

Durafq-,  fores,  expers  Somui 
Colat - - 

“  Had  the  Colonies,”  fays  the  Examiner, 
“  agreed  to  the  Impofition  of  the  Stamp-Duties, 
“  a  Precedent  would  have  been  eftablifiied  for 
“  their  being  conluited,  before  any  Impofition 
“  upon  Them  by  Parliament  would  hereafter  take 
“  Place.”  He  intimates  that  They  were  adviied 
by  fome  of  their  Agents  to  take  this  Courfe  :  If 
iuch  Advice  hath  been  given,  it  was  weak  or  infi- 
dious,  and  the  Agents,  who  recommended  the 
Meaiure,  ought  to  be  removed  for  their  Incapacity 
or  their  Treachery. 

How  would  the  Precedent  have  been  eftablifiied, 
•or,  if  it  had,  what  would  have  been  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  ?  This  Conduit  would  have  admitted, 
that  the  Colonies  might  be  taxed  at  any  Time, 
and  in  any  Manner,  without  their  Confent;  and 

conic- 
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confequently,  would  at  once  have  been  an  effec¬ 
tual  Surrender  of  all  their  Privileges  as  Britifh  Sub- 
jedts. 

If  Precedents  were  to  be  regarded,  when  a 
Tax  in  America,  for  the  Jingle  Purpofe  of  Revenue 
is  required,  they  are  not  wanting.  Upon  fuch  Oc- 
cafions,  the  Courfe  hath  always,  and  uniformly 
been,  ’till  the  Impofition  of  the  Stamp-Duties,  to 
tranfmit  Requisitions  to  the  Colonies ;  and,  if  the 
Inftance  cited  by  the  Examiner,  is  in  any  Degree 
pertinent,  he  has  flhewn  in  his  Appendix,  that  the 
Method  of  Requifition  was  in  that  purfued  *,  for* 
the  Lords  of  Trade,  in  their  Report,  exprefsly 
mention  the  Refufal  of  the  Colonies  to  comply 
with  the  Requifitions  tranfmitted  to  them,  to  re¬ 
move  the  Grievance  complained  of. 

The  Claufe  in  the  Mutiny  Adt  during  the  late 
War  is  alfo  relied  upon,  but  with  how  much 
Propriety,  few  Words  will  evince. 

The  Adts  of  Affembly  of  each  Colony,  could 
have  no  obligatory  Force  beyond  the  Limits  of 
each  ;  but  the  Service  of  the  Colony  Troops,  was 
jiot  confined  within  the  fame  Colony  in  which 
They  were  railed  it  is  therefore  evident  that  the 
Provincial  Legiflatures  had  not  an  Authority 
adequate  to  the  great  Ohjedt  of  the  military  Ope¬ 
rations  in  America ,  which  was  not  merely  the  De¬ 
fence  of  the  Plantations,  by  Meafures  executed 
within  their  Boundaries,  but  the  Enemy  was  at¬ 
tacked  in  his  own  Country,  and  for  this  Purpofe 
the  Britifo.anA  American  Troops  a  died  conjunctly. 
On  this  Occafion  it  was  not  only  convenient,  that 
the  Troops  employed  in  the  fame  Service,  ihouid 
be  fubjedt  to  the  fame  Difcipline,  but  it  was  indif- 

penlably 
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penfably  neceflary  that  this  Difcipline  fhould  be 
eftablifhed  by  Act  of  Parliament ,  the  Authority  of 
Provincial  Legiflatures  being  deemed  to  be  incom¬ 
petent.  And  it  is  to  be  remarked,  moreover,  that 
the  Provincial  Troops  were  raifed  and  paid  by  the 
Colonies,  and  that  it  was  in  the  Power  of  their  Af- 
femblies,  a  Power  exercifed  by  fome  of  Them,  to  dif- 
band  or  reduce  Them  when  They  pleafcd,  and  there¬ 
fore  their  fupporting  and  keeping  them  up,  was  an 
effedual  Confer. t  to  the  Ad  of  Parliament ;  but,  as 
hath  been  fhewn,  an  internal  Tax  may  be  as  com- 
pleatly  and  adequately  laid  in  every  Colony,  by  the 
Authority  of  the  refpeSive  Afjemblies ,  as  by  the 
Britijh  Parliament ,  and  therefore  there  is  not  the 
fame  Neceffity  for  the  Interpofition  of  the  Mother 
Country  in  this,  as  in  the  other  Inftance,  and  the 
Colonies  with  Reference  to  the  Stamp-Ad,  are  not 
called  upon  to  do  any  Ad  expreflive  of  their  Af- 
fent  to  it,  nor  is  it  in  their  Power  to  hinder  it’s 
taking  Effed  in  the  fulled:  Extent. 

The  Ad  for  the  EJlablifjment  of  a  Pofl-Offce  in 
the  Colonies  (9  Anne,  c.  10.)  comes  the  neareft  to 
the  Subjed  of  any  Regulation  that  hath  been  men¬ 
tioned-,  but  yet  it  is  materially  diftinguifhable  from 
the  Stamp- Ad.  For  the  fame  Reafon  that  an  Ad 
of  Parliament  was  neceflary  to  fecure  rlie  Difci¬ 
pline  of  the  Provincial  Troops,  ading  in  Conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Britijh  Forces,  during  die  late  War, 
the  Authority  of  Parliament  might  be  proper  for 
the  general  Eftablilhment  of  a  regular  Poll-Office ; 
for  as  the  Laws  of  each  Colony  are  in  their  Opera¬ 
tion  confined  within  the  Limits  of  each,  prohibi¬ 
tory  and  compulfive  Claufes  to  inforce  a  general 
Obfervance,  without  which  the  Eftablilhment  would 
fail,  might  be  eluded.  If  a  Man  fhould  mali- 
cioufly  give  a  Wound  in  one  Colony,  and  the 
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wounded  Perfon  die  in  another,  the  Offender  could 
not  be  convifted  of  Murder,  becaufe  the  whole 
Fa<ft  conflituting  that  Crime,  would  not  be  coorni- 
zable  in  the  Colony  where  the  Wound  was  given, 
or  the  Death  happened  *,  and  the  fame  Principle  is 
applicable  to  every  other  inferior  Offence,  and  in¬ 
timates  in  what  Manner  prohibitory  Claufes  might 
be  evaded.  This  Matter  therefore  of  the  Poft- 
Office,  may  be  referred  to  the  general  Superintend¬ 
ing  Authority  of  the  Mother-Country,  the  Power 
of  the  Provincial  Legiflatures  being  too  ftinted  to 
reach  it.  In  this  View,  and  upon  the  Confidera- 
tion  of  the  general  Convenience  and  Accommo¬ 
dation  arifing  from  the  Eftablifhment,  the  People 
of  America  have  not  complained  of  it,  but  if  this 
Inftance  were  more  pertinent  than  it  is,  it  would  only 
prove  what  hath  been  too  often  proved  before — 
When  Men  do  not  fufpedl  any  Defigns  to  invade 
their  Rights,  and  fubdolous  Steps  taken  to  that 
End,  are  productive  of  immediate  Convenience 
without  pointing  out  their  deftru&ive  Tendency, 
They  are  frequently  involved  in  Ruin  before  they 
are  aware  of  Danger,  or  that  the  Conduct  flowing 
from  the  Negligence  of  innocent  Intentions,  may 
afford  an  Handle  to  Men  of  different  Difpofitions, 
for  the  Commiflion  of  Oppreffion — Of  the  Truth 
of  thefe  Obfervations  the  ITiftories  of  all  People 
who  have  once  been  blefled  with  Freedom,  and 
have  loft  it,  exhibit  abundant  Examples. 

When  Inftances  are  urged  as  an  authoritative 
Reafon  for  adopting  a  new  Meafure,  They  are 
proved  to  be  more  important  from  this  Ufe  of 
Them,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  reviewed  with 
Accuracy,  and  canvaffed  with  Stri&nefs.  What 
is  propofed  ought  to  be  incorporated  with  what 
hath  been  done,  and  the  Refult  of  both  ftated 
6  and 
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and  confidered  as  a  fubftantive  original  Queftion, 
and  if  the  Meafure  propofed  is  incompatible  with 
the  conftitutional  Rights  of  the  Subject,  it  is  fo 
far  from  being  a  rational  Argument,  that  Confft- 
ency  requires  an  Adoption  of  the  propofed  Mea¬ 
fure,  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  fuggefts  the  ftrongeft 
Motive  for  abolifhing  the  Precedent :  when  there¬ 
fore  an  inftance  of  Deviation  from  the  Conflitution 
is  prefled  as  a  Reafon  for  the  EJlablifljment  of  a 
Meafure  ftriking  at  the  very  Root  of  all  Liberty  •, 
though  the  Argument  is  inconclufive,  it  ought  to 

Wherefore  if  a  fufficient  Anfwer  were  not  given 
to  the  Argument  drawn  from  Precedents,  by  {hew¬ 
ing  that  none  of  the  Inflances  adduced  are  appli¬ 
cable,  I  fhould  have  very  little  Difficulty  in  deny¬ 
ing  the  Juftice  of  the  Principle  on  which  it  is 
founded.  What  hath  been  done,  if  wrongful, 
confers  no  Right  to  repeat  it.  To  juftify  Oppref- 
fion  and  Outrage,  by  Inflances  of  their  Commif- 
fion,  is  a  kind  of  Argument  which  never  can 
produce  Conviction,  though  it  may  their  Acquief- 
cence,  whom  the  Terror  of  greater  Evils  may  re¬ 
train  fiom  ref  fling,  and  thus  the  Delpotifm  of 
the  Eaft  may  be  fupported,  and  the  natural  Rights 
of  Mankind  be  trampled  under  Feet.  The  Quef- 
tion  of  Right,  therefore,  doth  not  depend  upon 
Precedents,  but  on  the  Principles  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  and  hath  been  put  upon  it’s  proper  Point  al¬ 
ready  difeufied,  whether  the  Colonies  are  reprefent- 
ed,  or  not,  in  Parliament. 

As  the  Name  of  Hampden  occurred  to  the  F.jc- 
aminer  in  his  Dcfign  of  calling  an  oblique  Re¬ 
flection  upon  the  Colonies,  it  is  furprifing  he  did 
not  recollect,  that  very  numerous  Precedents  have 

I  been 
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been  applied  in  the  Defence  of  an  arbitrary  and 
oppreffive '  Proceeding,  dettructive  of  the  effential 
Principle  of  Englijh  Liberty.  But  though  meer 
Ads  of  Power  prove  no  Right,  yet  the  real  Opi¬ 
nion  entertained  of  it,  may  be  inferred  from  For- 
bearance  •,  for  •  Mankind  are  generally  fo  fond  of 
Power,  that  they  are  ofrner  tempted  to  exercife  it 
beyond  the  Limits  of  Juftice,  than  induced  to  let 
Bounds  to  it  from  the  pure  Confideration  of  the 
Rectitude  of  -  Forbearance.  Wherefore  if  I  had 
denied  the  Principle  of  this  Kind  of  Reafoning, 
without  (hewing  the  Defeds  of  the  artificial  painted 
Precedents  which  have  been  produced,  I  might  mil 
very  confidently  urge,  that,  the  repeated  and  uni¬ 
form  Requifuions  of  the  Englijh  Minifters,  as  often 
as  Occafions  for  the  Jingle  Purpofe  of  Revenue 
have  happened,  tranfmicted  to  the  Colonies  to  tax 
Themfelves  by  Provincial  Adis,  and  the  Acls  of 
Parliament  regulating  the  Trade  of  the  Planta¬ 
tions  as  well  as  of  Ireland ,  without  one  Initance, 
before  the  Stamp -Aft,  of  a  Tax  impofed  by  1  ar- 
liament  upon  either,  for  the  ummxed  Purpoie  ot 
Revenue,  prove,  that  the  Impofition  of  a  Tax  upon 
them  without  their  Confent,  hath  conftantly  been 
held  to  be  inconfiftent  with  their  Ccnftitutional 
Rights  and  Privileges.  I  have  joined  Ireland  with 
the*  Colonies,  and  prefume  it  will  hardly  be  con¬ 
tended  that  Ireland ,  over  which  the  Courts  or  Jut- 
tice  in  England  have  a  fuperintendant  Power,  is 
not,  at  lead,  as  fubjedt  to  Great-Britain  as  the  Co- 

lo rues  are. 

A  mod  extraordinary  Reafon  hath  been  given, 
whv  the  Method  of  Requifition  would  have  been 
•  'oner  viz  that  “  the  Sums  raifed  mult  be 
‘‘  paid  unto  die  Exchequer,  and  if  levied  by  the 
“  Provincial  Affemblies,  the  Par  lament  would 
“  have  no  Right  to  enquire  into  the  Expenditure 
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e*  of  them.”  This  is  fo  extremely  futile,  that  it 
would  be-  almoft  abfurd  to  bellow  a  ferious  Refu¬ 
tation  upon  it. 

'  *4  f  * 

1  L  f  S 

Why  mull  the  Sums  raifed  be  paid  into  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  ?  II  the  Intention  is  to  apply  them  in  the 
Colonies  to  any  internal  Purpofe,  why  muft  they 
be  remitted  to  Great-Britain  ?  If  Armies  ate  to  be 
kept  up  in  America ,  to  defend  the  Colonies  againll 
Themfelves ,  (for  it  can  hardly  be  imagined  thac 
Troops  are  neceffary  for  their  Protedlion  againft 
any  foreign  Enemy!  or  are  to  be  employed  in  the 
national  Service  of  Cropping  the  Ears,  and  Slic¬ 
ing  the  Noftrils  of  the  Civil  Magift  rates,  as  Marks 
of  Diftindtion  *,  why  mult  the  Money  be  paid 
into  the  Exchequer?  Or,  if  it  fliould  bp  paid  into 
the  Exchequer,  in  order  to  be  .applied  towards 
finking  the  national  Debt,  why  might  not  the  Par¬ 
liament  enquire  into  the  Application  of  it  ?  Does 
the  Examiner,  in  his  Idea  of  the  Parliament, 
figure  to  himfelf  a  Monfer  with  an  Hand  thac 
can  reach  to  the  utmoll  Verge  of  the  Britijh  Domi¬ 
nions,  and  clutch  and  crufh  Millions  of  Subjects 
at  a  Gripe;  but,  when  the  Objedt  is  near,  apt  to  be 
rendered,  by  fome  magical  influence,  fo  fhort,  and 
fo  freble,  as  not  to  be  able  to  reach  the  Exchequer ,or 
to  lqueeze  the  Chancellor  of  it  ? 

% 

We  are  allured  that  there  never  can  be  any  ir¬ 
regular  “  Attempts  of  the  Prerogative  upon  our 
C4  Rights,  whilft  we  are  bleffed  with  a  Prince  of  the 
“  glorious  Line  of  Brunfwick  upon  the  Throne  of 
“  Great-Britain I  have  all  the  confidence  in 
the  excellent  Difpofitions  of  our  prefent  mod  gra¬ 
cious  Sovereign  that  an  Englifljman  ought  to  have, 
but  I  can’t  penetrate  into  Futuri:y;  and,  as  the 

*  See  the  Narrative  of  the  Outrages  committed  by  the  Sol¬ 
diery,  on  Mr.  Juftice  1% alter  in  Canada. 

I  2 
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Examiner  hath  not  yet  eftabliflied  the  Charafter  of 
a  Prophet,  I  muft  confider  this  Affertion  rather  as  a 
curious  Specimen  of  Lip-Loyalty,  I  will  not  call 
it  extravagant  Adulation,  than  as  a  fober  Recom¬ 
mendation,  to  furrender  all  thofe  Guards  and  Secu¬ 
rities  of  Liberty,  which  the  Conftitution  of  a  Free 
Government  hath  provided ;  but,  if  the  Britife 
Americans  fhould  ever  be  reduced  to  the  unnappy 
Necefluy  of  giving  up  their  Natural  Rights,  and 
their  Civil  Privileges,  I  believe  They  would  as 
foon  make  the  Surrender  to  a  Prince  of  the  Line  of 
Brunfwick ,  as  to  any  other  Mortal,  or  Number  of 
Mortals,  in  the  Univerfe. 

We  have  feen  too  a  Piece  in  fome  of  our  late 
News-Papers,  all  bedawbed  with  the  Lace  of  Com¬ 
pliment/ — —There  is  no  End  to  human  Ambition  ! 
It  is  perpetually  .reftlefs,  and  pulhing  forward.  If 
a  little  P — ft — r  -f  is  railed  to  the  Title  of  Excel¬ 
lency,  and  the  Rank  of  a  Kind  of  Viceroy,  there  is 
Fill  a  Summit  beyond  the  Eminence  to  which  he 
hath  been  elevated,  that  he  is  follicitous  to  gain. 

It  hath  been  truly  faid,  that  “  it  will  be  no  eafy 
“  Talk  to  perfuade  the  Americans  to  forfake  the 
“  Culture  of  their  Lands,  to  leave  the  Ways  their 
“  Fathers  trod,  and  in  which  Themfelves  were 
“  trained,  to  drop  a  Bufineis  they  already  undei- 
“  ftand,  in  which  they  have  had  long  Experience, 
«  and  by  which  their  Families  have  thriven,  to 
«  change  all  their  Habits  of  Thinking,  and  their 
“  Manner  of  Life,  in  order  to  apply  to  Arts 
“  which  they  do  not  know,  or  know  but  imper- 

+  A  late  notable  Speech  puts  me  in  Mind  of  the  Ingenmy 
of  the  Female  Difputant,  who  ufed  to  ftlence  Debate,  by  cry¬ 
ing  (jut,  God  hlcji  the  King,  and.  vbat  have  you  to  fay  to  ^ 


•  [  61  \ 

fedtly,  and  that  where  Eftates  may  be  eafily 
“  raifed  by  mere  Tillage,  the  Temptations  to 
<c  Manufacture  are  wanting,  and  Men,  who  can 
5C  depend  upon  their  Industry  alone,  will  not  have 
*c  Reccurfe  to  Arts  for  Subfiftence.”  But  that 
which  Pcrfuafion  might  not  effedt,  and  to  which 
peculiar  Circumftances  might  be  adverfe,  Necef- 
fity,  and  an  Alteration  of  thofe  Circumftances, 
may  accomplifh.  When  the  Alternative  is  pro- 
pofed,  and  the  one  Part  of  it  allures  Succefs,  and 
a  comfortable  Support  by  a  moderate  Application 
of  Induftry,  familiarized  by  Ufe,  and  rendered 
eafy  by  Practice  *,  and  the  other  affording  only  an 
Experiment  of  precarious  Iffue,  calling  for  an 
Application  unexperienced  and  dreaded,  attended 
with  Perplexity,  and  produdtive  of  irkfome  Anxi¬ 
ety,  the  Generality  of  Mankind  would  not  hefitate 
in  chufing  the  former.  But,  though  it  would 
gain  the  Preference  of  Choice,  yet,  if  the  Alter¬ 
native  is  taken  away,  and  Choice  yields  to  Necef- 
iity,  the  Enterprizing  will  form  Projedts,  the  Ju¬ 
dicious  improve,  the  Induftrious  execute  them. 
Succefs  in  one  Inftance,  will  animate  the  timid 
to  make  Trial  of  the  Means  which  have  fucceeded 
under  the  Diredlion  of  others,  ftimulate  the  Phleg¬ 
matic,  and  roufe  the  Indolent — Should  the  Necef- 
fity,  after  a  little  Time,  ceafe,  new  Habits  may 
become  as  ftrong  as  the  old,  and  the  Alternative 
would  therefore  be  altered,  the  Choice  be  an  Adt 
of  Deliberation,  rather  than  of  blind  Impulfe*,  old 
Prejudices  would  be  greatly  abated,  if  not  ex- 
tingui filed,  new  Attachments,  perhaps,  be  form¬ 
ed.  From  this  Change,  different  Confequences 
may  be  conjedtured  or  foretold,  and  pernaps  the 
molt  Confident  might  be  disappointed  by  the 
Event.  It  is  not  fo  difficult  for  Men  to  flrike 
into  new  Employments  and  Methods  of  E'fc, 

9  when 
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when  impelled  by  the  Urgency  of  Diftrefs,  nor 
fo  eafy  to  call  them  back  to  their  old  Manner  of 
Life,  and  divert  them  from  new  Purfuits  expe¬ 
rienced  to  be  profitable,  and  productive  of  the  beji 
Security  againft  Opprejftony  as  fame  feem  to  ap¬ 
prehend.  : 

It  is  not  contended  that  the  Colonies  ought  to 
be  indulged  in  a  general  Liberty  of  Exporting 
and  Importing  every  Thing  in  what  Manner  they 
pleafe;  but,  fince  they  are  hindered  from  making 
all  the  Advantages  they  might  do,  and  what  Ad¬ 
vantages  might  they  not  make,  if  under  no  Checks  ? 
They  have  a  good  Plea  againft  all  Rigour  and  Se¬ 
verity,  not  abfolutely  neceffary.  That  Britijh 
Manufactures  come  dearer,  and  not  fo  good  in 
Quality  to  America ,  as  formerly,  is  a  very  general 
Complaint  *,  and  what  Effect  it  may  have,  fhould 
they  ftill  grow  dearer  and  worfe  in  Quality,  or  the 
Colonies  be  rendered  lefs  able  to  confume  them,  is 
a  Confideration  which  concerns  Great  Britain^  at 
lead  as  much  as  the  Colonies.  An  Increafe  of 
Price,  and  falling  in  the  Goodnefs  of  Quality,  is 
the  ufual  Effect  of  Monopolies ;  there  is  no  Danger 
of  Foreigners  taking  Advantage  of  this  Circum- 
ftance  in  America^  whatever  they  may  do  in  other 
Countries  ;  but  the  Induftry  it  may  give  Rife  to  in 
America ,  when  other  Circumftances  concur,  is  not 
difficult  to  be  forefeen. 

It  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  Balance  of 
Trade  between  Great-Britain  and  her  Colonies,  is 
confiderably  againft  the  latter,  and  that  no  Gold 
or  Silver  Mines  have  yet  been  difcovered  in  the 
old  American  Settlements,  or  among  the  Treafures 
of  the  new  A  equations.  How  then  is  this  Ba¬ 
lance  to  be  difeharged  ?  The  former  1  rade  of  the 
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Colonies,  which  enabled  them  to  keep  up  their 
Credit  with  Great  -Britain^  by  applying  the  Balance 
they  gained  againft  Foreigners,  is  now  lo  fettered 
with  Difficulties,  as  to  be  almoft  prohibited.  In 
order  therefore  to  reduce  the  Balance  againft  them 
upon  the  Trade  between  the  Colonies  and  Great - 
Britain ,  this  Trade  muft  be  contracted,  fo  as  to 
bring  the  Scales  to  an  Equilibrium,  or  a  Debt 
will  be  incurred  that  cannot  be  paid  off,  which 
will  diftrefs  the  Creditor  as  well  as  the  Debtor,  by 
the  Infolvency  of  the  latter.  The  Income  alfo  of 
the  Colonies,  which  was  before  inverted  in  their 
Trade,  will  be  diminifhed  in  Proportion  to  the 
Produce  of  the  Stamp-ACt,  and  therefore  the 
Amount  of  that  Produce  tnuft  be  drawn  our, 
which  will  create  a  further  Reduction  of  the 
Trade. 

I  confefs  that  I  am  one  df  thofe  who  do  not 
perceive  the  Policy  in  laying  Difficulties  and  Ob- 
ftruCtions  upon  the  gainful  Trade  of  the  Colonies 
with  Foreigners,  or  that  it  even  makes  any  real 
Difference  to  the  Englijh  Nation,  whether  the 
Merchants  who  carry  it  on  with  Commodities 
Great-Britain  will  net  purchafe,  refide  in  PbiladeL 
phia,  New- Tor £,  or  B often,  London ,  Brijlol ,  or  Li¬ 
verpool^  when  the  Balance  gained  by  the  American 
Merchant  in  the  Purfuit  of  that  Trade  centers  in 
Great-Britain ,  and  is  applied  to  the  Difcharge  of 
a  Debt  contracted  by  the  Confumption  of  Brit'-JJ? 
Manufactures  in  the  Colonies,  and  in  this  to  the 
Support  of  the  national  Expencc. 

If  in  Confequence  of  the  ObftruCtions,  or  Re¬ 
gulations  as  they  are  called,  of  their  Commerce, 
and  the  Impofition  of  Taxes  upon  their  Proper¬ 
ties,  the  Colonies  fhould  only  be  driven  to  ob- 

ferve 


(,'i  ■ ■ .  J',\  '■  *  ■  '  *' 


[  <4  3 

ferve  the  ftri£teft  Maxims  gf  Frugality,  the  Coc- 
fequence  would  rather  be  clifagreeable  than  hurtful 

• - Should  they  be  forced  to  ufc  new  Methods 

of  Induftry,  and  to  have  Recourfe  to  Arts  for  a 
Supply  of  Neceffaries,  the  Difficulty  in  Succeed¬ 
ing  would  prove  lefs  than  the  Apprehenfion  of 
Mifcarrying,  and  the  Benefit  greater  than  the 
Hope  of  it.  There  are  few  People  of  the  high- 
eft,  and  even  of  the  middle  Rank,  but  would, 
upon  a  ftridt  Scrutiny  into  their  ordinary  Difburfe- 
ments,  difeover  fome  Articles  that  would  admit 
of  Defalcation. 


A  prudent  Man,  conflrained  to  abridge  his 
Outgoings,  will  confidcr  what  Articles  of  Expence 
may  be  retrenched  or  given  up,  without  Diftrefs 
or  Difeomfort  ;  and  if,  after  this  faving,  he  ftilf 
finds  that  his  Expences  exceed  his  Income,  he  will 
then  confider  of  what  Articles  he  can  provide  a 
'Supply  by  the  Application  of  domeftic  Induftry, 
or  whether  fome  tolerable  Subftitute  may  not  be 
fallen  upon  to  anfwer  the  Purpofe  of  what  he  can 
neither  buy,  nor  hath  Skill  or  Ability  to  fabricate. 
He  will  reject  that  the  Expedient  which  is  at  firft 
but  an  indifferent  Shift,  Ufe  and  Experience  will 
improve  into  Convenience,  that  Practice  will  con¬ 
fer  Knowledge  and  Skill,  and  thefe  Facility  and 
Satisfaction  ;  and  though  the  Progrefs  fhould  be 
flow  and  gradual,  Habit  will  grow  with  it,  asd 
produce  Reconcilement  and  Content. 


What  are  called  in  North- America,  Luxuries, 
ought  for  the  mod  Part  to  be  ranked  among  the 
Comforts  and  Decencies  of  Life,  but  thefe  will 
not  be  rdmquifhed,  if  a  Supply  of  Neceffaries 

may  be  provided  by  domellic  Induftry - For 

Food, 
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Food,  thank  GOD,  They  do  not,  and  for  Raiment 
They  need  not,  depend  upon  Great-Britain . 

Any  thin  Covering  in  the  Summer  to  preferve 
Decency,  and  fubftantial  Cloathing  in  the  Winter 
to  repel  the  Cold,  are  fufficient  for  domeftic  Ser¬ 
vants  and  Labourers,  and  thefe  may  be  provided 
without  any  Remora  to  the  Bulinefs  of  Tillage, 
for  there  are  many  Intervals  in  which  it  is  fuf- 
pended.  1  here  are  Times  too,  when  the  Em¬ 
ployment  is  fo  flight  as  to  be  rather  a  moderate 
Exercife,  than  a  laborious  Tafk,  when  the  Work 
that  is  done  might  be  performed  by  half  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  Labourers  without  excefiive  Exertion,  or 
exhaulting  Fatigue.  There  are  befides  in  mod 
Families  thofe,  whom  the  Peeblenefs  of  immature 
Years,  or  their  Sex,  at  particular  Periods,  or  the 
Decrepitude  of  old  Age,  difcharge  from  the  Du¬ 
ties  of  1  illage.  Leather,  and  Wool,  and  Cot¬ 
ton,  and  b  lax,  are  at  Fland :  How  eafy  then  is 
the  neceflary  Cloathing  provided  for  thofe  whole 
Station  does  not  require  any  Attention  or  Regard  to 
Fafhion,  or  Elegance?  fo  eafy,  that  many  have 
already  gone  into  this  Manufacture  without  any 
other  Impulfe,  than  the  Spirit  of  Induftry,  which 
cannot  bear  InaClion,  though  the  Savings  on  this 
Head  have  afterwards  been  negle&ed.  In  this 
very  confiderable  Branch  fo  little  Difficulty  is 
there, ,  that  a  Beginning  is  Half  the  Work.  The 
Path  is  beaten,  there  is  no  Danger  of  lofing  the 
Way,  there  are  Directors  to  guide  every  Step.  But 
why  fhould  they  ftop  at  the  Point  of  cloathing 
Labourers,  why  not  proceed,  when  Vigour  and 
Strength  will  increafe  with  the  Progreffion,  to 
cloath  the  Planters?  When  the  fir  ft  Stage  is  ar¬ 
rived  at,  the  Spirits  will  be  recruited,  and  the  fe¬ 
cund  fhould  be  undertaken  with  Alacrity,  fince  it 

may 
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may  be  performed  with  Eafe.  In  this  too,  the 
Experiment  hath  been  made  and  hath  fucceeded. 
Let  the  Manufa&ure  of  America  be  the  Symbol 
of  Dignity,  the  Badge  of  Virtue,  and  it  will  foon 
break  the  Fetters  of  Diftrefs.  A  Garment  of 
Linfey  Woolfey,  when  made  the  Diftinftion  of  real 
Patriotifm,  is  more  honourable  and  attra&ive  of 
Refpecl  and  Veneration,  than  all  the  Pageantry, 
and  the  Robes,  and  the  Plumes,  and  the  Diadem 
of  an  Emperor  without  it.  Let  the  Emulation 
be  not  in  the  Richnels  and  Variety  of  foreign  Pro¬ 
ductions,  but  in  the  Improvement  and  Perfection 
of  our  own — Let  it  be  demonftrated  that  the  Sub¬ 
jects  of  th zBritiJh  Empire  in  Europe  and  America 
are  the  fame,  that  the  ITardfhips  of  the  latter  will 
ever  recoil  upon  the  -f  former. 


In  Theory  it  is  fuppofed  that  each  is  equally 
important  to  the  other,  that  all  partake  of  the  Ad- 
verfity  and  Depreflion  of  any.  The  Theory  is 
juft,  and  Time  will  certainly  eftablifh  it  •,  but  if 
another  Principle  fhould  be  ever  hereafter  adopted 
in  Practice,  and  a  Violation  deliberate,  cruel,  un¬ 
grateful,  and  attended  with  every  Circumftance  of 
Provocation,  be  offered  to  ourfundamental  Rights, 
why  fnould  we  leave  it  to  the  flow  Advances  of 

Time 


f  Upon  a  Surmife  that  a  certain  noble  L — d,  was  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  feme  Hardfhips  infh&ed  upon  the  Colonies,  a  reproach¬ 
ful  and  mifehievous  DiiVmction  hath  been  made  by  fome  Peo¬ 
ple,  between  the  Natives  of  <S — 1—~ — d,  and  of  E — g - d 

^nd  America,  which  every  judicious  f  liendof  the  Colonies  muft 
wifh  to  fee  abolifhed,  and  an  Union  rather  eftablifhed  than  Di- 
rlfjons  promoted.  Every  Man  who  has  hfs  all,  and  the  Wel¬ 
fare  of  his  Poherity  sc  Stake,  upon  the  Profperitv  of  America , 
a.t  he  hath  an  Intereft  in  common  with  the  Natives  of  it,  ought 

to  be  conhdered  as  an  American. - it  is  an  eftebtual  Way  to 

snake  Men  Adverfaries,  to  call  and  treat  Them  as  fuch - - 


Elides^  laying  afide  this  Confederation,  the  Dillinftion  is  ex¬ 
tremely 
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'lime  (which  mdy  be  the  great  Hope  and  Reli¬ 
ance,  probably,  of  the  Authors  of  the  Injury,  whofe 
View  it  may  be  to  accomplilh  their  Selfifh  Purpofes 
in  the  Interval)  to  prove  what  might  be  demon- 
crated  immediately.  —  Inftead  of  moping,  and 
puling  and  whining  to  excite  Compaflion-,  ?n  fuch 
a  Situation  we  ought  with  Spirit,  and  Vigour,  and 
Alacrity,  to  bid  Defiance  to  Tyranny,  by  expof- 
mg  its  Impotence,  by  making  it  as  contemptible, 
as  it  would  be  deteltable.  By  a  vigorous  Appli¬ 
cation  to  Manufactures,  the  Confequence  of  Op. 
prefiion  in  the  Colonies  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Great. 
Britain ,  would  ftrike  Home,  and  immediately 
None  would  miftake  it.  Craft  and  Subtilty  would 
not  be  able  to  impofe  on  the  moft  ignorant  and 
credulous  -,  for  if  any  fhould  be  fo  weak  of  Si»ht 
as  not  to  See,  they  would  not  be  fo  callous  as  not 
to  Feel  it. — Such  Conduct  would  be  the  moft  du¬ 
tiful  and  beneficial  to  the  Mother  Country.  It 
would  point  out  the  Diftemper  when  the  Remedy 
might  be  eafy,  and  a  Cure  at  once  effected  by  a 
fimple  Alteration  of  Regimen. 

Of  this  Meafure  fhould  there  be  Apprehenfions 
and  Minifterial  Orators  and  Panegyrifts  endeavour 

tremely  unjuft;  for  though  there  is  too  much  Reafon  to  believe 

that  forne  Natives  of  America,  and  of  E — ^ - who  have 

refided  in  the  Colonies,  have  been  inftrumental  in  bringino  Un0n 
Us  the  Severities  We  deplore,  yet  hath  it  never  been'evea  fur- 
mifed,  I  fpeak  it  to  their  Honour,  that  any  Native  of  S— t— it 
refiding,  or  that  ever  did  refidc  in  America,  had  in  any  Decree 
a  Hand  in  them.  It  is  much  to  be  feared,  if  the  Breach  which' 
a  too  eager  Profecution  of  the  little  Views  of  Party,  hath  made 
among  the  Inhabitants  of  a  Colony  heretofore  the  moft  diftin- 
guifhed  for  Prudence  and  Unanimity,  fhould  not  be  clofed,  in 
Confideration  of  the  General  Calamity,  that  America  as  well  as 
Denmark ,  will  furnifh  an  Inftance  of  the  exceffive  Temeritv  of 
political  Animofity.  *  ot 

K  2 
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to  obviate  them  by  obferving,  that  “  it  would 
“  always  be  eafy  to  reinftate  Things  where  they 
“  were,  and  that  by  eafmg  the  Colonies  of  their 
tc  Burthens,  and  giving  Encouragement  to  their 
“  Produce,  the  Eftablifhment  of  any  Manufac- 
<c  ture  in  America  might  be  prevented  We 
fliould  mark  well  this  Reafoning,  and  avail  our- 
felves  of  the  Inftrudtion  given  by  our  Enemies, 
which  would  point  out  to  Us  the  Remedy,  and 
the  more  fpeedy  the  Application  of  it  the  better, 
and  that  would  depend  upon  ourfelves. 

Befides  the  Urgency  of  fuch  an  Occafion  (fliould 
it  happen)  there  would  be  another  powerful  In¬ 
ducement  to  this  fimple,  natural  ealy  Method— 
The  good  or  bad  Succefs  of  one  Attempt  to  op- 
prcfs,  generally  produces  or  prevents  future  Im- 
pohtions.  In  common  Life  a  Tamenefs  in  bear¬ 
ing  a  Deprivation  of  Part  of  a  Man’s  Property, 
encourages  Rapacity  to  feize  the  reft. 

Any  Oppreftion  of  the  Colonies,  would  intimate 
an  Opinion  of  them  I  am  perfuaded  they  do  not 
deferve,  and  their  Security  as  well  as  Honour 
ought  to  engage  them  to  confute.  When  Con¬ 
tempt  is  mixed  with  Injuftice,  and  Infult  with  Vio¬ 
lence,  which  is  the  Cafe  when  an  Injury  is  done 
to  him  who  hath  the  Means  of  Redrefs  in  his 
Power;  if  the  injured  hath  one  inflammable  Grain 
of  Honour  in  his  Breaft,  his  Relentment  will  invi¬ 
gorate  his  Purfuit  of  Reparation,  and  animate  his 
Efforts  to  obtain  an  efte&ual  Security  againft  a  Re¬ 
petition  of  the  Outrage. 

If  the  Cafe  fuppofed  fhould  really  happen,  the 
Refen'tment  I  fliould  recommend  would  be  a  legal, 
orderly,  and  prudent  Refentment,  to  be  exprefled 

in 
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in  a  jealous  and  vigorous  *  Induftry,  in  an  imme'- 
diate  Ufe  and  unabating  Application  of  the  Ad¬ 
vantages  we  derive  from  our  Situation — a  Refcnt- 
ment  which  could  not  fail  to  produce  Effe&s  as  be¬ 
neficial  to  the  Mother  Country  as  to  the  Colonies, 
and  which  a  Regard  to  her  Welfare  as  well  as  our 
own,  ought  to  infpire  us  with  on  fuch  an  Occafion. 

The  General  AlTemblies  would  not,  I  fuppofe, 
have  it  in  their  Power  to  encourage  by  Laws,  the 
Profecution  of  this  beneficial,  this  neceffary  Mea- 
lure  but  they  might  promote  it  almoit  as  effed- 
ually  by  their  Example.  1  have  in  my  youno-er 
Days  feen  fine  Sights,  and  been  captivated  by  tlTeir 
dazzling  Pomp  and  glittering  Splendor but  the 
Sight  of  our  Reprelentatives,  all  adorned  in  corn- 
pleat  Drefies  of  their  own  Leather,  and  Flax,  and 
Wool,  manufactured  by  the  Art  and  Induftry  of 
the  Inhabitants  ot  Virginia ,  would  excite,  not  the 
Gaze  of  Admiration,  the  Flutter  of  an  agitated 
Imagination,  or  the  momentary  Amufement  of  a 
tranfient  Scene,  but  a  calm,  folid,  heart-felt  De¬ 
light.  Such  a  Sight  would  give  Me  more  Plea- 
fure  than  the  moft  iplendid  and  magnificent  Spec¬ 
tacle  the  moft  exquifite  Tafte  ever  painted,  the 
richeft  Fancy  ever  imagined,  realized  to  the  View 
— as  much  more  Pleafure  as  a  good  Mind  would 
receive  from  the  Contemplation  of  Virtue,  than 

*  The  ingenious  Mr.  Hume  obferves  in  his  Ilirtory  of  Jnmu 
I,  that  the  Lnglijb  fine  Cloth  was  in  fo  little  Credit  even  at 
Horne,  that  the  King  was  obliged  to  feck  Expedients  by  which 
he  might  engage  the  People  of  Fafhion  to  wear  it,  and  the  Ma¬ 
nufacture  of  fine  Linen  was  totally  unknown  in  the  Kingdom _ 

What  an  Encouragement  to  Induftry!  This  very  penetrating 
Gentleman  alio  recommends  a  mild  Government ,  as  a  proper 
Meafure  for  preferving  the  Dominion  of  England  over  her  Co¬ 
lon  \p%. 


of 
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of  Elegance  ;  of  the  Spirit  of  Patriotifm,  than  the 
Oftentacion  of  Opulence. 

Not  only,  “  as  a  Friend  to  the  Colonies,5*  but 
as  an  Inhabitant  having  my  All  at  Stake  upon  their 
Welfare  f ,  I  defire  an  “  Exemption  from  Taxes 
“  impofed  without  my  Confent,  and”  I  have  reflect¬ 
ed  longer  than  “  a  Moment  upon  the  Confe- 
quences I  value  it  as  one  of  the  deareft  Privi¬ 
leges  I  enjoy:  I  acknowledge  Dependance  on 
Great-Britain,  but  I  can  perceive  a  Degree  of  it 
without  Slavery,  and  I  difown  ail  other.  I  do  not 
expedl  that  the  Interefts  of  the  Colonies  will  be 
confidered  by  fome  Men,  but  in  Subferviency  to 
other  Regards.  The  Effedts  of  Luxury,  and  Ve¬ 
nality,  and  OpprelTion,  Pofterity  may  perhaps  ex¬ 
perience,  and  Sufficient  for  the  Day  will  be 
the  Evil  thereof. 

1 

f  See  The  Regulations,  &c.  Page  m, 
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appendix. 

BY  the  1 2th  Charles  II,  the  Colonies  are  re- 
ftrained  from  fending  the  Produds  enumerat¬ 
ed  in  the  Act  to  any  foreign  Ports. — By  the  15th  of 
the  lame  King,  they  me  piohibited  from  importing 
Commodities  of  the  Growtli  or  Manufadure  of 
Europe^  except  from  Great-Britain,  laving  a  few 
Articles  mentioned  in  this  A<5t. 

A  Law,  which  refrains  one  Part  of  the  So¬ 
ciety,  from  exporting  its  Produds  to  the  mod  pro¬ 
fitable  Market,  in  favour  of  another ;  or  obliocs  it 
to  import  the  Manufadures  of  one  Country  that 
are  dear,  inflead  of  thofe  of  another  that  are 
cheap,  is  effcdually  a  Tax  For  if  the  profitable 
Expo,  t alien,  and  the  Importation  or  the  cheaoer 
Commodities  were  permitted,  a  Tax  equal  to  Inch 
Gain  in  the  former  Cafe,  and  to  the  Saving  in  the 
latter,  would  leave  that  Part  of  the  Society  in 
the  fame  State  and  Condition,  as  if  under  tiie  Pi  ex¬ 
hibition  and  Reftridion  above-mentioned.  As  for 

Inftance,  in  the  Cafe  of  Importation. - Supoole  a 

Country  which  I  will  dittinguilh  by  the  Name  of 
A,  can  purchafe  Commodities  of  the  fame  Kind, 
and  equal  Goodnefs,  20  per  Cent,  cheaper  of  3, 
than  (he  can  of  Cj — then  it  is  clear,  if  A  is  pio¬ 
hibited  from  taking  thefe  Commodities  of  B,  and 
obliged  to  purchafe  them  of  C,  that  A  is  juft  in 
the  lame  State  and  Condition,  as  if  die  were  allow¬ 
ed  to  purchafe  the  Commodities  of  B,  on  payino- 

thereon  a  Duty  of  20  per  Cent  to  C. - This 

In- 
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Inftance,  mutatis  mutandis ,  is  equally  applicable 
to  the  Cafe  of  Exportation.  Hence  it  appears^ 
that  the  Country  favoured  by  the  Prohibition  and 
Reftridion,  gains  as  much  thereby,  as  it  would  do, 
if  the  proportionate  Tax  were  paid  to  it,  upon 
taking  off  the  Prohibition  and  Reftri&ion  ;  or, 
in  other  Words,  the  Profit  which  the  one  is  hin¬ 
dered  from  making,  in  Confequence  of  the  Pro¬ 
hibition  and  Reflridlion,  is  made  by  the  other,  in 
whofe  favour  they  have  been  introduced. 

It  hath  been  obferved  by  a  well- received  Writer 
on  the  Subjedl  of  Trade,  that  u  a  Prohibition  ac- 
4C  knowledges  the  Commodities  it  is  laid  on,  to  be 
good  and  cheap,  otherwife  it  were  needlefs ;  and 
a  Prohibition  on  the  Goods  of  any  one  Nation, 
<c  gives  a  Monopoly  to  other  Nations,  that  raife 
iC  the  like.”' — Again— cc  A  Prohibition  againft 
“  any  one  Nation,  makes  other  Nations,  having 
*c  the  like  Commodities,  take  the  Advantage  and 
raife  their  Price,  and  is  therefore  a  Tax  -f-A 

If  a  Prohibition,  extending  to  one  Nation  only 
in  favour  of  many,  confers  a  Monopoly,  and  is 
therefore  a  Tax  ;  a  Prohibition  extending  to  all 
other  Nations  in  favour  of  one,  is  indubitably  fo. 

From  Virginia  and  Maryland  are  exported,  com- 
munihus  Annis ,  90,000  Hogfheads  of  Tobacco  to 
Great -Britain,  of  which  it  is  fuppofed  60,000  are 
thence  re-exported.  But  thefe  Colonies  not  being 
permitted  to  fend  their  Tobacco  immediately  to  fo¬ 
reign  Markets  difir ihntively ,  in  proportion  to  their 
Demands,  the  re-exported  Tobacco  pays  double 
Freight,  double  Infurance,  Commiffion  and  other 
Shipping  Charges.  The  whole*Quantity  is,  more¬ 
over,  of  Courfe  much  depreciated  •,  for  going  all 
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which  Circumftance,  the  Quantity  required  for 
Lome  Confumption  is  without  Doubt  purchafed 
cheaper  than  it  would  be,  if  no  more  than  that  were 
imported  into  Great-Britain,  and  of  this  Glut  Fo- 

HSS?’  and^^hafers  on  Speculation  alfo,  avail 
themfelves.  Befides,  a  great  deal  of  the  Tobacco 

getting  home  late,  the  rigorous  Seafon  hinders  it’s 
being  re-fhipped  for  fome  Months,  during  which, 
it  is  dead  on  Hand,  and  moreover  gives  Advantage 
o  Buyers— -a  Lofs  to  the  Planter,  which  would  be 
avoided,  if  the  Tobacco  could  be  immediately  fent 
to  it  s  proper  Market. - -  ; 

The  above  quoted  Author  hath  computed  the 
uties,  Excifcs,  &c.  on  Leather,  at  50  per  Cent, 
and  the  Artificial  Value  of  a  Bale  of  Enghjb  Cloth 
anfing  from  Taxes,  Monopolies  and  "  ill-judged 
aws  at  51  per  Cent,  by  which,  he  means  that 
every  Hundred  Pounds  Worth  of  that  Species  of 
Manufacture,  includes  in  that  Sum  51  /.  0f  Taxes 
His  Computation  is,  without  Doubt,  too  low  now, 

1  axes  having  been  increafed  very 
fince  the  -Time  in  which  he  wrote. 


In  the  grofs  Sum  of  the  artificial 
Value,  he  computed  the  Amount  ( 
of  the  Taxes  to  be  full  -  .  _  f 

Monopolies  and  ill-judged  Laws,  7 
therefore  ftand  at  ~  -  c 


:onfiderably 
per  Cent . 


A  Bale  of  Englifh  Cloth  coftin- 
Includes  an  artificial  Value  of 


or 

o 


The  artificial  Value  ft  b  [fra  died,  7 
leaves  the  natural  Value  c 


L 


tr;  t;- 


t  74  T 

But  left  the  Eftimate  fliould  be  objected  to  oft 
account  of  it’s  including  20  per  Cent,  for  Mono¬ 
polies,  &c.  I  will  ftate  the  artificial  Value  arifing 
from  Taxes,  only  to  be  33/.  6  s.  8  d.  which  will 
hardly  be  objected  to,  for  being  too  high. 

The  Colonies,  it  is  fuppos’d,  take,  1 

annually,  Manufactures  from  £.  2,000,000 
Great- Britain,  to  the  Amount  of  J 


Therefore  they  pay  an  annu-  } 
al  Tax  of  -  -  -  -  i 

To  which  muft  be  added"! 
Freight,  Iniurance,  Com- 
miffion  and  ShippingChar- 
ges,  amounting  at  leaft 
to  10  per  Cent,  the  Half  of  i 
which,  as  it  might  be  faved 
by  back-freight,  fc?f.  were  j 
the  Colonies  permitted  to 
import  <hr ililly  the  IVfanu- 
fadtures  of  foreign  Coun¬ 
tries,  is  computed  at  -  J 
What  may  be  the  Amount 
from  the  Reftridtions,  on 
all  the  Enumerated  Com- 
modifies  (except  Tobacco) 
exported  from  all  the  Co- 
lonies,  with  Subfidies  re-  > 
tained  and  Duties  laid, 
upon  the  moft  moderate 
Computation  may,  I  fup- 
pofe,  be  ftated  at  - 


£.  666,666:  13:4 


100,000:  00:  0 


150  ,000 :  00 :  o 


£■  916,666  :  13:  4 


Part  of  the  Commodities  fent  from  Great-Britain 

to  the  Colonies,  is  fir  ft  imported  into  Great-Britain 

from 
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from  foreign  Countries;  but  the  Eflimate  is  not 
exceptionable  on  that  Account,  for  the  general 
Calculation  on  the  advanced  Price  of  Britijh  Ma¬ 
nufactures,  is  extremely  low. — Several  of  the  fo¬ 
reign  Commodities  receive  their  Perfection  in  Bri¬ 
tain. - All  of  them  are  enhanced  by  the  Articles 

of  double  Freight,  Inf'urance,  Shipping,  Charges, 
the  Merchant  importer’s  Commiflion,  the  Englfb 
Tradelman’s  Profit,  the  Merchant  Exporter’s  Com- 
million,  and  Subfidies  retained.  If  the  Colonies 
were  not  reflrained  from  direCtly  importing  foreign 
Commodities,  they  would,  it  is  prelumed,  pay 
lets  for  them,  even  by  50  per  Ceni.  than  they  do 
at  prefen r. 

It  hath  been  already  obferved,  that  there  are 
fhipped  from  Virginia  and  Maryland ,  annually,  at 
an  Average,  about  90,000  Hogfheads  of  Tobac¬ 
co,  60,000  of  which,  or  upwards,  are  re-exported 
from  Great  Britain ,  to  foreign  Marf.ets  ;  but  they 
pay  to  Great-Britain ,  for  the  Reafons  above  ex¬ 
plained,  3  d  pet  Hogfhead,  i,  e .  the  Sum  of  3 
upon  each  Hogfhead  might  be  laved  if  the  I  ooac- 
co  might  be  immediately  and  dipibutively  fent  to  the 
refpeCtive  Markets,  in  Proportion  to  their  De¬ 
mands;  and  an  equal  Sum  is  paid  alio  to  Great- 
Britain ,  upon  the  fame  Rule  of  Computation, 
-i.  e.  that  thefe  Colonies  pay  what  they  might  fave, 
if  not  reflrained.  For,  though  the  EngHjh  Ma- 
nufaClurer  gets  the  iobacco  he  wants,  without 
the  double  Freight,  &c.  yet  he  has  the  Advantage 
of  the  Glut,  and  an  Opportunity  of  buying  it  as 
cheap,  as  it  is  fold  in  Great  Britain  lor  the  loreign 
Markets,  before  the  Charges  of  double  Freights, 
Gdc.  are  incurred,  and  therefore  the  1  lamer  gets 
:  no  more  for  his  Tobacco  fold  for  Heme,  than  that 
which  is  fold  for  Foreign  Confumption,  and  con- 

1,  2  lequently 
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fequently  pays  as  much  for  at.  For  there  is  great 
Realon  to  amagine,  that  if  thefe  Colonies  were  at 
■Li-erty  to  fend  their  Tebacco  immediately  where 
they  pieafed,  the  Market  in  England  would  be  as 
profitable  as  thofe  of  France,  Holland,  &c.— But 
when  the  Tobacco,  under  the  prefent  Regulation, 
is  purchased  for  Re-Exportation,  the  Purchafer 
undouoiedly  confiders  the  Expence  he  is  to  be  at, 
before  he  gets  to  the  foreign  Market,  as  Part  of 
the  Price  of  the  Commodity,  and  therefore  lowers 
his  L  rice  to  the  Merchant  in  Proportion. 

The  above  Sum  of  3/.  fori 

each  Eiogfhead,  makes  1  270^000:  00 1  o 

I  he  Amount  of  the  fundry 
Impofitions  and  Reftric- 
tions  before  mentioned, 
brought  forward, 


/ 


916,666 :  13:4 


Total  Amount  of  Taxes  to) 
Great-Briiain  -  -  _  j 

Behcies  the  above  Amount' 
of  Taxes  paid  to  the  Mo¬ 
ther-Country,  the  Colo¬ 
nies  in  North- America  fup- 
port  their  own  Civil  Eftab- 
lifhments,  and  pay  Quit-  V 
Rents  to  the  Crown  and 
Proprieiaries,  to  the  A- 
mount(fuppofing  600,000 
Taxables,  at  the  moderate 
Rate  of  15s.  each)  of  - 


1,186,666:  13:  4 


450,000  :  00  :  o 


Total  Amount  of  Taxes  paid"! 
to  our  Mother-Country,  I 
and  (he  Support  of  our  Ci-  1^ 
yilEftablifhment  5  annually ,  j 


1 ,636,666:  13  :  4 
Suppofing 
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Suppofing  the  clear  annual  Rents; 
of  the  Lands  in  North-  America^ 
(unreftrained  by  Adis  of  Par¬ 
liament)  wou’d  amount  to  -  -  - 
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It  appears  then,  that  the  whole  Tax  is  upwards 
of  65  per.  Cent;  and  if,  therefore,  the  artificial 
Value  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  Worth  of  Britifh 
Manufadture,  (Cloth  for  Inftance)  is,  according  to 
the  above  Computation,  33  /.  6  s.  8  d.  there  was, 
before  the  Stamp- Adi,  a  Tax  paid  by  the  North - 
Americans,  near  double  of  that  which  is  paid  by 
the  Inhabitants  of  England.  If  the  above  Sum  of 
33  l.  6  s.  8  d.  is  too  low,  and  ought  to  be  in- 
creafed,  then  the  Tax  on  North- America,  on  the 
Article  of  Manufadlures  imported  from  Britain , 
muft  alfo  be  increafed. 

I  •  *  # 

It  fhould  feem  that  the  Maxim  of  everv  Tax 

0 

upon  Labour  falling  ultimately  upon  the  Confumer 
of  its  Product,  cannot  be  ftri&ly  applied  to  the 
Product  of  the  North- American  Colonies.  For,  as 
they  are  obliged  to  fend  their  Commodities  to  fome 
Port  in  the  Britifh  Dominions,  or  (where  Indul- 
gence  is  granted  to  fend  fome  of  them  10  other 
Places)  deprived  in  great  Meafure  of  the  Benefit  of 
Returns,  they  are  by  this  Means  fubjected  to  dead 
Freight  ;  and  moreover,  being  confined  in  their 
Confumption  to  a  particular  Manufacture,  and  the 
Commodities  they  export,  being  chiefly  raw  Ma¬ 
terials,  they  have  not  the  Means  generally  in  the 
Power  of  other  People,  by  raifing  the  Price  of 
their  Labour,  to  throw  their  Burthens  upon  others; 
but  are,  for  the  mod  Part,  obliged,  both  in  their 
Exports  and  Imports,  to  fubmit  to  an  arbitrary 

a  Deter- 
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l^etei  mlnation  of  their  Value,  though  even  belovr 
firfl  Coft. 

The  fanguine  Genius  of  one  of  the  Anti-Ameri¬ 
can  Writers,  brings  to  my  Mind  the  Fable  of  the 
Boy  and  the  Hen  that  laid  Golden  Eggs.  He  is 
not  content  to  wait  for  the  Increafe  of  the  Public 
Revenue,  by  that  gradual  Procefs  and  Circulation 
of  Property,  which  an  Attention  to  the  commercial 
Intereds  of  the  Nation  hath  edablifhed,  but  is  at 
once  for  tearing  away  the  Embryo,  which,  in  due 
Time,  might  be  matured  into  Fullnefs  of  Size  and 
Vigour ;  without  ever  reflecting,  that  when  the 
Hen  is  deftroyed  by  his  Violence,  there  will  be  no 

more  Golden  Eggs. - -The  following  Paffage 

judifies  this  Obfervation— — — 

“  If  we  have  from  the  Colonies  their  All  al- 
“  ready,  we  only  have  it  (fays  he)  by  Trade,  and 
“  not  by  Taxes;  and  finely  it  is  not  the  fame 
“  Thing,  whether  the  Wealth  be  brought  into  the 
“  Public  Coffers  by  Taxes,  or  coming  in  by  Trade, 
“  flows  into  the  Pockets  of  Individuals,  and,  by 
«  augmenting  his  Influence  with  his  Wealth,  en- 

ab'.es  the  Merchant  to  plunge  us  into  new  Wars 
“  and  new  Debts  for  his  Advantage*.” 

The  Man  who  thinks  the  Gains  of  the  Mer¬ 
chant  are  dangerous,  and  that  the  Welfare  of  the 
Manufacturers,  the  Landholders,  lAc.  doth  not 
depend  upon  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Great- 
Rritain,  is  very  confidently  an  Advocate  for  a  Mea- 
fure  which  hath  a  direct  Tendency  to  check  them  ; 
but  whether  this  Opinion,  and  very  confident 
Conduct  might  not  be  more  ferviceable  in  fome 
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other  Employment,  than  in  that  of  a  L - -  of 

T- - ,  is  iubmitred  to  their  Confideration,  who 

are  the  Judges  of  Merit,  and  the  Difpenfers  of  its 
Rewards. 

For  a  Reafon,  which  the  above  Opinion  fuggefts, 

1  (hall  fubjoin  an  Eftimate  of  the  Duties  upon  To¬ 
bacco  ccniumed  in  Great-Britain ,  and  of  the  Pro¬ 
fit  to  the  Planter  on  that  Tobacco. - The  intel¬ 

ligent  Reader  will  not  apprehend  it  to  be  my 
Meaning,  that  the  Planter  pays  out  of  his  Pocket 
all  the  Duties  laid  on  Tobacco,  or  be  at  a  Lois  to 
infer,  that  the  Eftimate  has  been  made  with  no 
other  View,  than  to  obviate  the  Principle  others  by 
their  Writings  feem  to  adopt. 

The  old  Subfidy  is  One  Penny  per  Pound,  25 
per  Cent,  deducted. 

All  the  other  Duties  are  Seven  Pence,  and  one 
Third  per  Pound,  1 5  per  Cent,  dedu&ed. 

An  Hoglhead  of  1  obacco,  at  an  Average, 

contains  952  lb. 

The  whole  Duties  therefore,  -  •  £.27:14:0 

The  Amount  of  the  whole  1 

Duties  on  30,000  f  log- >  £.831,000:  00:  o 

(heads,  is  -  -  -  -  J 

The  full  clear  Proceeds  of  an  Hoglhead  of  To¬ 
bacco,  reckoning  952  lb.  in  each  Hoglheac.,  has 
not,  on  an  Average  for  lome  Years  paft,  exceeded 
4/.  "f  wherefore,  on  30,000  Plogfheads,  the  Planters 

+  See  before,  p.  76.  The  attentive  Reader  will  obferve, 
that  the  neat  Proceeds  ot  a  Hoglhead  of  tobacco,  at  an  Aver¬ 
age,  are  4/.  and  the  Taxes  3/.—,  together,  7  /. - -Quere, 

How  much  per  Cent  does  the  Pax  amount  to,  which  takes  from 
the  two  wretched  Tobacco  Colonies,  3  /.  out  of  every  7  /.  ?  An 
how  deolorable  muft  their  Ctrcumltances  appear,  when  their 
vaft  Debt  to  the  Mother-Country,  and  the  annual  burthen  ot 
their  civil  Eftabliihments  are  added  to  the  Eltimate  ?  in  t  e  e 
tvvo  Colonics  there  arc  upwards  ot  t  So, 000  1  axables. 

get 


- 
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get  1 2o,ooo /.  How  much  of  the  above  Sum  if 
831,000  /.  is  nett  to  the  Revenue,  I  fhall  not  under¬ 
take  to  fay  but  I  prefume  it  may  be  fafeiy  affert- 
ed,  that  no  Part  of  this,  or  any  other  Public  Money* 
is  touched  by  any  Americans,  whether  they  have 
great  Powers  of  Speech  or  not;  though  any  Gentle¬ 
man  who  might  be  affeded  by  it,  is  not  to  be  blamed 
for  his  Apprehenfion,  that  a  fudden  Importation  of  a 
certain  wommodity,  might  hurt  the  home  Market. 

, Tiie  Sum  Oj  the  Taxes,  paid  in  North- America , 
will  appear  enormous  to  thofe,  who,  having  been 
told  that  theie  Colonies  pay  only  7  or  800  /.  per 
Annum ,  in  Conference  of  Taxes  laid  there ,  might 
be  led,  in  their  Dependence  upon  Minifteriat 
Candor ,  to  boueve,  that  they  paid  no  more  elfe - 
where-,  but  to  others,  who  are  better  acquainted 
with  the  Subject,  the  Computation  will  appear  too 
low.  —  From  thefe  Obfervations  it  may  be  inferred 
what  vaft  Wealth  in  Taxes  only ,  the  Mother-Coun¬ 
try  has,  in  tne  Courle  of  a  Hundred  Years,  drawn 
fiom  her  Colonies ;  and  how  profoundly  well-informed 
the  Writer  is,  who,  with  equal  Pertinency  and 
.  Modefty  pronounces,  “  that  it  is  now  high  Time 

for  England  to  draw  feme  little  Profit  from  her 
“  Colonies,  after  the  vaft  Treafure  fee  has  expended 
41  on  their  Settlement .” 

I  confefs  that  the  above  Computations  are  conjec¬ 
tural,  but  I  believe  they  are  probable.  I  mean  that 
thofe,  who  are  belt  acquainted  with  the  Subjedl:, 
will  think  the  Charge  upon  North- America  is'  not 
exaggerated,  and  which  I  think  very  naturally  ac¬ 
counts  for  the  enormous  Debt  fhe  at  prefent  labours 
under  to  the  Mother-Country. 

Dr.  Davenant  obferves,  that,  44  if  ever  any 
“  Thing  great  or  good  be  done  for  the  Englfo 

“  Colonies, 


[  8i  ] 

*'  Colonies,  Induftry  mull  have  its  due  Recom- 
pence,  and  that  can’t  be  without  Encoura^e- 
meat  to  it,  which,  perhaps  is  only  to  be  brought 
**  a!‘)011t  by  confirming  their  Liberties,  andeftablifhmo- 
“  good  Difcipline  among  them  that,  as  they  fee’ 
‘  they  are  a  Free  People,  in  Point  of  Govern- 
‘  menr>  lo  they  may,  by  Difcipline,  be  kept  free 
“  ot'  t,ie  Milchiefs  that  follow  Vice  and  Idlenefs. 
“  And,  as  great  Care  Ihould  be  taken  in  this  Re- 
‘‘  fPe6t’  fo  without  Doubt,  it  is  advifeable,  that 
no  little  Emulation  of  private  Interefts  of  Neio-h- 
“  boLlr  Governors,  nor  that  the  Petitions  of  hun~ 
Sry  Courtiers  at  home,  fhould  prevail  to  difcou- 
“  rage  thofe  particular  Colonies,  who,  in  a  few 
‘‘  Years,  have  raifed  themfclves  by  their  own 
“  Charge ,  Prudence  and  Induftry ,  to  the  Wealth 
‘‘  and  Greatnefs  they  are  now  arrived  at,  without 
J  any  Expence  to  the  Crown-,  upon  which  Account, 

or  Breach  of  their  original  Char- 
^ers->  (befides  that  it  feems  a  Breach  of  the  Pub - 
‘‘  [fi  Cmlh)  may,  peradventure,  not  tend  to  the 
King  s  Profit.”  Excellent  Obfervation !  but 
how  little  it  .  hath  been  regarded,  the  prefent 
deeply  affliding  Diftrefs  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Lorth  America  demonftrates  ;  —  a  Dillrefs  fuffi- 
cient  to  drive  Men  into  Deipair,  who  are  not  ani¬ 
mated  by  the  Mope,  that- - Deus  dabit  iiis 

Qcoque  Fix e.m. 
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Speedily  will  be  Publijhed , 

1.  The  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Great-Britain , 
confidered.  By  JoJhua  Gee. 

To  which  are  added  feveral  interefting  Notes* 
and  an  Appendix. 

2.  An  Application  of  fome  General  Political  Rules, 
to  the  prefent  State  of  Great  Britain ,  Ireland , 
and  America.  In  a  Letter  to  the  Right  Honour¬ 
able  Earl  Temple. 

Both  Printed  for  J.  Almon,  oppofite  Burlington 

Uoufe  in  Picadilly. 

Where  may  be  had ,  juft  Publiftoed , 

Bummer's  Defence  of  the  Provincial  Charters  ; 
proving  the  Right  of  the  Colonilfs  to  their 
Charters,  and  concluding  with  judicious  Obier- 
vations  on  the  extraordinary  Method  of  proceed*- 
ing  againft  them  by  a  Bill  in  Parliament.  1  ncc 

j  s.  6  d. 

The  Grievances  of  the  American  Colonies,  can¬ 
didly  examined.  Printed  in  Rhcde-hjland ,  by 
Authority  of  the  Afiembly  there  :  and  inlcnbed 
to  Lord  Dartmouth.  Price  i  r. 

The  Necefiity  of  repealing  the  American  Stamp 
A6t  demonftrated  :  or  a  Proof  that  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  muft  be  injured  by  that  A£t.  Price  i  s. 

4.  Confederations  on  behalf  of  the  Colonifts.  Vv  rit- 
ten  at  Bofton.  Price  1  j. 


